Sunday, May 24, 2020– Christ`s Church Cathedral
“GOD HAS GONE UP”
A HYMN FESTIVAL TO CELEBRATE
THE FEAST OF THE ASCENSION

Drogo Sacramentary
from the year 860
A hymn or song of praise reminds us of who God is and what we have been promised. It helps us to
put word and emotion around a sense that our faith is fueled by statements which often can only be
communicated through emotion to be felt by the soul. And so, a hymn festival is an occasion centered
on these hymns and songs of praise– songs sung in community gathering our prayer and praises into
one.
Today’s hymn festival calls forth the story of the Ascension of Jesus. Acts 1:9-11, in the
Latin refers to this Feast as “Ascensio Iesu”. This special celebration on the 40th day after Easter,
transferred to the following Sunday, is the physical departure of Christ from Earth into the presence
of God in Heaven. Acts tells how Jesus leads the eleven disciples to Bethany, a village on the Mount
of Olives, where he instructs them to remain in Jerusalem until the coming of the Holy Spirit: "And
it came to pass, while he blessed them, he parted from them, and was carried up into heaven. And
they worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy."

Animators – Jeni Darling, Dan Tatarnic and Michael Bloss
Organist – Michael Bloss

Words of Introduction

Organ

L’Ascension

(Olivier Messiaen)

IV
Prière du Christ montant vers son Père
("Prayer of Christ ascending towards his Father"

Prayer (all respond at the bold text)
Creator God,
because you make all that draws forth our praise
and the forms in which to express it,
we praise you.
Because you make artists of us all,
awakening courage to look again at what is taken for granted,
grace to share these insights with others,
vision to reveal the future already in being,
we praise you.
Because you form your Word among us,
and in your great work embrace all human experience,
even death itself, inspiring our resurrection song,
we praise you. Yours is the glory. Amen.

Commentary
Hymn – Hail Thee Festival Day
Text: Bishop Venantius Fortunatus (535-609)
Music: Ralph Vaughan Williams. SALVE FESTE DIES

Refrain

Refrain

Refrain

Commentary
Hymn – Crown Him with Many Crowns
Text: Matthew Bridges (1800-1894) and Godfrey Thring (1823-1903)
Music: George Job Elvey (1816-1893). DIADEMATA

Commentary
Hymn – The Head that Once was crowned with thorns

Text: Thomas Kelly (1769-1855)
Music: attrib. Jeremiah Clarke (1670-1707). ST. MAGNUS

The joy of all who dwell above,
the joy of all below,
To whom he manifests his love
and grants his name to know.
To them the cross, with all its shame
with all its grace, is given,
their name an everlasting name,
their joy the joy of heaven
They suffer with their Lord below
they reign with him above
their profit and their joy to know
the mystery of his love.

Commentary
Hymn – Holy forever and ever is God
Text: John L. Bell (b. 1949) and Graham Maule (1956-2019)
Music: John L. Bell (b. 1949). COLBOOTH

Commentary
Hymn: Come see the lord
Text: Martin Leckebusch (b. 1962)
Music: George Thalben-Ball (1896-1987). JESMIAN

Commentary
Hymn: Hail the Day that sees him rise
Text: Charles Wesley (1707-1788) alt.
Music: melody Robert Williams (1781-1821). LLANFAIR

Prayer of Parting (said by all)
God of majesty,
whom saints and angels delight to worship in heaven:
Be with all your people who employ art and music for your praise,
that with joy we on earth may glimpse your beauty;
and bring us to the fulfillment of that hope of perfection
which will be ours as we stand before your unveiled glory.
We pray in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Prayer for People Facing Great Uncertainty
God of the present moment,
God who in Jesus stills the storm and soothes the frantic heart;
bring hope and courage to all who wait or work in uncertainty.
Bring hope that you will make them the equal of whatever lies ahead.
Bring them courage to endure what cannot be avoided,
for your will is health and wholeness;
you are God, and we need you. Amen.

The Dismissal (all respond with the bold text)
The love that raised Jesus from the dead be at work within you.
Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord! Alleluia, alleluia!
In the name of Christ. Amen. Alleluia, alleluia.

Organ – “Von Gott will ich nicht lassen” BWV 658 – Johann Sebastian Bach

NEXT SUNDAY: EVENING PRAYER FOR
THE FEAST OF PENTECOST
Canon Terry DeForest, homilist
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