Wednesday, July 7, 2021– Christ`s Church Cathedral
LORD, TEACH US TO PRAY
A Hymn Festival On The Lord’s Prayer
A hymn or song of praise reminds us of who God is and what we have been promised. And so, a
hymn festival is an occasion centered on these hymns and songs of praise– songs sung in community
gathering our prayer and praises into one.
Prayer is one of the
central activities of a
Christian. Jesus
spent much time at
prayer and also
provided us with as
many examples of
prayer as with ways
of providing space for
the Spirit to pray.
This hymn festival
reflects on each line of
the Lord’s Prayer
and offers a hymn to
help meditate further
on each of those lines.
The commentary helps to place the prayer into context with the help of text from a choral work
named “The Cycle of the Year” by the German post-modern composer, Hugo Distler (19081942). The concept of this hymn festival is adapted from one presented at the 1990 Annual
Conference of The Hymn Society in Charleston, SC.
Let us begin with a prayer of invocation from the Sarum Primer which serves as another lovely and
simple model of prayer.
God be in my Head
And in my understanding
God be in my eyes
And in my looking
God be in my mouth
And in my speaking
God be in my heart
And in my thinking
God be at my end
And at my departing

Animators – Mark Russom, Dr. Tim Dobbin.
Organ and Piano – Michael Bloss
Words of Introduction
Organ

Vater unser in Himmelreich BWV 682

J.S. Bach

Prayer (all respond at the bold text)
Creator God,
because you make all that draws forth our praise
and the forms in which to express it,
we praise you.
Because you make artists of us all,
awakening courage to look again at what is taken for granted,
grace to share these insights with others,
vision to reveal the future already in being,
we praise you.
Because you form your Word among us,
and in your great work embrace all human experience,
even death itself, inspiring our resurrection song,
we praise you.
Yours is the glory.
Amen.

Hymn – Vater unser im Himmelreich

INTIMACY OF GOD
Our Father, who from heaven above
has told us here to live in love
and with our fellow Christians share
our mutual burdens and our prayer,
teach us no thoughtless word to say
but from our inmost heart to pray.

Commentary
Hymn – Children of the heavenly Father

HOLY NAME OF GOD
Your name be hallowed. Help us Lord,
in purity to keep your Word
that to the glory of your name
we walk before you free from blame.
Let no false teaching us pervert;
all poor deluded souls convert.

Commentary
Hymn – God, how many are a thousand

KINGDOM OF GOD
Your kingdom come. Guard your domain
and your eternal righteous reign.
The Holy Ghost enrich our day
with gifts attendant on our way.
Break Satan’s power, defeat his rage;
preserve your Church from age to age.

Commentary
Hymn – Praise to the Lord, the Almighty

PURPOSE OF GOD
Your gracious will on earth be done
as it is done before your throne,
that patiently we may obey
in good or bad times all you say.
Curb flesh and blood and every ill
that sets itself against your will.

Commentary
Hymn: The Word of God

GOD AS PROVIDER
Give us this day our daily bread and let us all be clothed and fed.
From warfare, rioting and strife, disease, and famine save our life
that we in honest peace may live to care and greed no entrance give.

Commentary
Hymn: You are the God of Everyday

GOD AS MERCIFUL FORGIVER
Forgive our sins, let grace outpour
that they may trouble you no more.
We too will gladly those forgive
who harm us by the way they live.
Help us in each community
to serve with love and unity.

Commentary
Hymn – We do not hope to ease

GOD AS GUIDE
Lead not into temptation Lord,
where our grim foe and all his horde,
would vex our souls on every hand.
Help us to resist, help us to stand
firm in the faith, armed with your might;
your Spirit gives your children light.

Commentary
Hymn – When listening prophets dare to speak
MUSIC AND TEXT: Dan Damon, 2000. ROCKHURST

GOD AS DELIVERER FROM EVIL
Deliver us from evil days,
from every dark and trying maze;
redeem us from eternal death,
console us when we yield our breath.
Give us at last a blessed end;
receive our souls, O faithful Friend.

Commentary
Hymn – Wilt thou forgive that sin.

KINGDOM, POWER, GLORY OF GOD
Amen, that is, it shall be so.
Make our faith strong that we may know
we need not doubt but shall receive
all that we ask, as we believe.
On your great promise we lay claim.
Our faith say amen in your name.

Commentary
Hymn – When In Our Music God is Glorified
TEXT: Fred Pratt Green, 1972
MUSIC: Charles V. Stanford, 1904. ENGELBERG

Prayer of Parting (said by all)
God of majesty, whom saints and angels delight to worship in heaven:
Be with all your people who employ art and music for your praise,
that with joy we on earth may glimpse your beauty;
and bring us to the fulfillment of that hope of perfection which will be ours as
we stand before your unveiled glory.
We pray in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Dismissal (all respond with the bold text)
Let us go in peace to love and serve and the Lord. Alleluia
In the name of Christ. Alleluia.

Organ – Vater unser in Himmelreich BWV 683

J.S. Bach
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