Wednesday, April 21, 2021– Christ`s Church Cathedral
TOUCH THE EARTH LIGHTLY
A Hymn Festival On The Eve Of Earth Day
MEMORIAL OF ANSELM,
Archbishop of Canterbury, Teacher of the Faith, 1109
A hymn or song of praise reminds us of who God is and what we have been promised. And so, a
hymn festival is an occasion centered on these hymns and songs of praise– songs sung in community
gathering our prayer and praises into one.
Today’s hymn festival explores the theology around stewardship of the earth and the honouring of its
particular role in sustaining life here on this planet. We can trace the story of creation in Genesis,
yet the language often presented in biblical translations is one of mastery, dominion and
exploitation. As our society has become more
aware of our role as partners with creation,
biblical interpretation as expressed in hymnody
has evolved to a different language and regard for
that role. Barbara Brown Taylor in her sermon
“The Dominion of Love” declares that “while
God may have made humans for a special purpose
we were not made of any more special stuff than
the rest of creation... God gave us dominion, true,
but God did not pronounce us better than
anything else that God had made.” The hymns
chosen for this hymn festival come from the recently
issued hymnal Hymns Ancient and Modern.
Many of them are of contemporary origin and
attempt to broaden the experience of caring for God’s creation in a responsible and respectful way.
The imagery is vivid and colourful and the tunes, some of which may be newer for you, are well
paired to the texts at hand.
Today we remember Anselm, a brilliant theologian and archbishop of Canterbury from the year
1093 until his death sixteen years later. A wandering scholar, he became a monk at the Norman
abbey of Bec, where he established his reputation as a teacher. He had a lively and inquiring mind,
and was restless until he had discovered the inner coherence of basic Christian doctrines. He summed
up his attitude in a philosophical meditation entitled, Faith Seeking Understanding. Anselm’s
fame as a teacher, and his gifts as a spiritual director, brought him the highest positions in his abbey
and eventually led to his election as archbishop of Canterbury. The King of England, William II,
was determined to make the Church submissive to his will. He endured two periods of exile in
France and Italy in order to make his point. In the end a compromise was negotiated, and Anslem
returned to Canterbury, where he died in 1109.

Animators – Mark Russom, Dr. Tim Dobbin and Michael Bloss
Organ and Piano – Michael Bloss

Words of Introduction

Organ

Hymne au Soleil (Pièces de Fantaisie Op. 53 )

Louis Vierne

Prayer (all respond at the bold text)

Creator God,
because you make all that draws forth our praise
and the forms in which to express it,
we praise you.
Because you make artists of us all,
awakening courage to look again at what is taken for granted,
grace to share these insights with others,
vision to reveal the future already in being,
we praise you.
Because you form your Word among us,
and in your great work embrace all human experience,
even death itself, inspiring our resurrection song,
we praise you.
Yours is the glory.
Amen.

Commentary
Hymn – All Creatures of our God and King

Commentary
Hymn – Lord, bring the day to pass

Commentary
Hymn – Above the moon, earth rises

Commentary
Hymn – Journey to Easter.

Commentary
Hymn: Let all creation dance

Commentary
Hymn: Touch the earth lightly

Collect for Anselm
O God, who raised up your servant Anselm to be a guide and teacher of faith in its
quest for understanding, provide your Church in every age with godliness and sound
learning, that we may have power to speak the reason for the hope that is in us;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

Amen

Prayer for People Facing Great Uncertainty
God of the present moment,
God who in Jesus stills the storm and soothes the frantic heart;
bring hope and courage to all who wait or work in uncertainty.
Bring hope that you will make them the equal of whatever lies ahead.
Bring them courage to endure what cannot be avoided,
for your will is health and wholeness;
you are God, and we need you.
Amen.

Prayer of Parting (said by all)
God of majesty, whom saints and angels delight to worship in heaven:
Be with all your people who employ art and music for your praise,
that with joy we on earth may glimpse your beauty;
and bring us to the fulfillment of that hope of perfection which will be ours as
we stand before your unveiled glory.
We pray in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Dismissal (all respond with the bold text)
The love that raised Jesus from the dead be at work within you.
Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord! Alleluia, alleluia!
In the name of Christ, Amen.
Alleluia, alleluia.

Music – Nunc Dimittis from Service in F

George Dyson
(Sarah McPherson, Anne Kae, Mark Russom, Jeremy Ludwig)

NEXT WEDNESDAY, APRIL 28
EVENING PRAYER
EASTER FERIA
Officiant: The Dean; Cantor: Jeremy Ludwig
Music and Hymn Texts reprinted as well as podcasts rights covered under OneLicense.net A-707055.
Prayer for Uncertainty taken from A New Zealand Prayer Book—He Karakia Mihinare o Aotearoa’
(adapted). Used by permission.

