Wednesday, January 27, 2021– Christ`s Church Cathedral
“WHAT STAR IS THIS WITH BEAMS SO BRIGHT”
A HYMN FESTIVAL TO CELEBRATE
THE SEASON OF THE EPIPHANY
AND
MEMORIAL OF ST JOHN CHRYSOSTOM,
Bishop of Constantinople, Teacher of the Faith, 407

A hymn or song of praise reminds us of who God is and what we have been promised. And so, a
hymn festival is an occasion centered on these hymns and songs of praise– songs sung in community
gathering our prayer and praises into one.
Today’s hymn festival celebrates the season of Epiphany. Epiphany, also known as Theophany
in the east, is a Christian feast day that celebrates the revelation (theophany) of God incarnate as
Jesus Christ. In Western Christianity, the feast commemorates principally (but not solely) the visit
of the Magi to the Christ Child, and thus Jesus' physical manifestation to the Gentiles. It is
sometimes called Three Kings' Day, and in some traditions celebrated as Little Christmas.
Moreover, the feast of the Epiphany, in some denominations, also initiates the liturgical season of
Epiphanytide. Some of the highpoints of this season which continue from the visit of the Magi
include Jesus’ Baptism, the miracle at the wedding in Cana and, finally, the Transfiguration which
ushers in the season of Lent. We will explore some of the vibrant hymnody of this season.

Animators – Anne Kae, Dan Tatarnic and Michael Bloss
Organist – Michael Bloss

Words of Introduction

Organ

Prelude on the tune “Caithness”

Walter. L. Pelz

Prayer (all respond at the bold text)

Creator God,
because you make all that draws forth our praise
and the forms in which to express it,
we praise you.
Because you make artists of us all,
awakening courage to look again at what is taken for granted,
grace to share these insights with others,
vision to reveal the future already in being,
we praise you.
Because you form your Word among us,
and in your great work embrace all human experience,
even death itself, inspiring our resurrection song,
we praise you.
Yours is the glory.
Amen.

Commentary
Hymn – Lo, the pilgrim magi

Text: Charles Coffin (1676-1749)
Music: Walter McNutt (1910-1996). WHITWORTH

Commentary
Hymn – Christ, when for us you were baptized

Text: F. Bland Tucker (1895-1984)
Music: melody from The Psalmes of David in Prose and Meter, 1635. CAITHNESS

Commentary
Hymn – When Jesus went to Jordan’s stream
Text: Martin Luther (1483-1546); para. F. Bland Tucker
Music: melody from Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524. CHRIST UNSER HERR ZUM JORDAN KAM

Commentary
Hymn – All praise to you, O Lord.

Text: Hyde W. Beadon (1812-1891)
Music: Charles Lockhart (1745-1815). CARLISLE

Commentary
Hymn: O Light of Light, Love given birth
Text: Latin 10th c. tr. Laurence Housman (1865-1959)
Music: Cary Ratcliff (b. 1953)

Commentary
Hymn: O Light of Life, Love given birth
Text: Latin 10th c tr. Laurence Housman.
Music: plainsong Mode 2. JESU DULCIS MEMORIA

Collect for St. John Chrysostom
O God, you gave a golden eloquence to your servant John that he might declare
your justice before the face of the proud and mighty. Grant us, after his example,
such faithfulness to your word, that we may strengthen the hearts of the weary and
sustain those who are afflicted by wrong; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

Amen

Prayer of Parting (said by all)
God of majesty, whom saints and angels delight to worship in heaven:
Be with all your people who employ art and music for your praise,
that with joy we on earth may glimpse your beauty;
and bring us to the fulfillment of that hope of perfection which will be ours as we
stand before your unveiled glory.
We pray in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Prayer for People Facing Great Uncertainty
God of the present moment,
God who in Jesus stills the storm and soothes the frantic heart;
bring hope and courage to all who wait or work in uncertainty.
Bring hope that you will make them the equal of whatever lies ahead.
Bring them courage to endure what cannot be avoided,
for your will is health and wholeness;
you are God, and we need you. Amen.

The Dismissal (all respond with the bold text)
The love that raised Jesus from the dead be at work within you.
Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord! Alleluia, alleluia!
In the name of Christ, Amen. Alleluia, alleluia.

Organ – Postlude on “Caithness”

Healey Willan
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