
 

 

 

Choral Eucharist 
Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost 

October 18, 2026 
10:30am 

 
Worship lies at the heart of the Christian life. It is in worship that we express our theology and define 
our identity. It is through encountering God within worship that we are formed and transformed as 
the people of God. One of the glories of the Anglican Church is its liturgical worship. Liturgy refers to 
the patterns, forms, words and actions through which public worship is conducted. 
 

The people’s responses are in bold. 
 

Territorial Acknowledgement 
We acknowledge that we gather today on the lands occupied by the Haudenosaunee 
and Anishinaabe nations at the time of the creation of the “Dish with One Spoon” 
wampum agreement. We honour and respect these nations and commit ourselves to 
walk together gently upon this land. 
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The Gathering of the Community 

 
When the service is accompanied by music, it often begins with an instrumental or vocal 
piece of music during which the congregation can prepare for worship. 
 
GATHERING MUSIC Prelude on ‘Jesu, Joy’      Percy Whitlock 
 
WORDS OF WELCOME 
 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty      CP#1 
We begin our worship together in community by praising God in song. 
 

1 Holy, holy, holy, Lord God almighty! 
Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee: 
holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty, 
God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 
 

2 Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee, 
casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 
cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee, 
which wert, and art, and evermore shalt be. 
 

3 Holy, holy, holy!  Though the darkness hide thee, 
though our sinful human gaze thy glory may not see, 
only thou art holy;  there is none beside thee, 
perfect in power, in love, and purity. 
 

4 Holy, holy, holy, Lord God almighty! 
All thy works shall praise thy name in earth and sky and sea; 
holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty, 
God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 
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THE OPENING ACCLAMATION 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
THE COLLECT FOR PURITY 
This prayer was an English rendering of a Latin prayer that began the liturgy in the medieval 
church before the Reformation. It remains a distinctive part of Anglican worship to this day. 
 

Almighty God, 
to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hidden. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
GLORIA 
 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. Lord God, 
heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take 
away the sin of the world: have mercy on us. You are seated at the right hand 
of the Father: receive our prayer. 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the 
Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
 
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
The Collect is the prayer appointed for each day that “collects” or brings out the theme of 
the day or season of the Church year. It summarizes God’s attributes as shown in the 
scriptures for the day. 
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Let us pray. 
O God, whose image we bear and whose name we carry, yours is the world and 
all it contains. Recall us to our true allegiance, so that above the powers and 
rulers of this world you alone may claim our loyalty and love. We make our 
prayer through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 
The Proclamation of the Word 

 
THE FIRST READING Exodus 33.12-23 
This reading is typically from the Hebrew Scriptures (Old Testament) which Jesus knew and 
which he often referred to or quoted from. 
 

A reading from the Book of Exodus. 
 

Moses said to the Lord, “See, you have said to me, ‘Bring up this people,’ but 
you have not let me know whom you will send with me. Yet you have said, ‘I 
know you by name, and you have also found favour in my sight.’ Now if I have 
found favour in your sight, please show me your ways, so that I may know you 
and find favour in your sight. Consider, too, that this nation is your people.” He 
said, “My presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.” And he said to 
him, “If your presence will not go, do not bring us up from here. For how shall it 
be known that I have found favour in your sight, I and your people, unless you 
go with us? In this way, we shall be distinct, I and your people, from every 
people on the face of the earth.” 
 

The Lord said to Moses, “I will also do this thing that you have asked, for you 
have found favour in my sight, and I know you by name.” Moses said, “Please 
show me your glory.” And he said, “I will make all my goodness pass before you 
and will proclaim before you the name, ‘The Lord,’ and I will be gracious to 
whom I will be gracious and will show mercy on whom I will show mercy. But,” 
he said, “you cannot see my face, for no one shall see me and live.” And the 



 
 

5 
 

Lord continued, “See, there is a place by me where you shall stand on the rock, 
and while my glory passes by I will put you in a cleft of the rock, and I will cover 
you with my hand until I have passed by; then I will take away my hand, and 
you shall see my back, but my face shall not be seen.” 
 

Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
THE PSALM            Psalm 99 
The psalms are prayers Jesus used and cover every mood of our relationship with God and 
one another. 
 

 
1 The Lord reigns:  let the / people / tremble; * 
 the Lord is enthroned upon the / Cheru·bim:   / let the · earth / shake. 
2  The Lord is / great in / Zion, * 
 and is / high a/bove all / peoples. 
 

3 Let them confess your name which is / great and / awesome; * 
 you / are the / Holy / One. 
4 O mighty Sov’reign,  lover of justice,  you have es/tablished / equity; * 
 you have executed justice and / righteous/ness in / Jacob. 
 

5 Proclaim the greatness of the Lord our God;  
   and fall down before the / footstool · of / God; * 
 the / Lord is · the / Holy / One. 
6a Moses and Aaron a/mong your / priests, *  
      and Samuel among those who / call up/on your / name; 
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6b they / called upon / you, * 
 and you / answered / them O / Lord. 
7 You spoke to them out of the / pillar · of / cloud; * 
 they kept your testimonies,  / and the · de/cree that · you / gave them. 
 

8 O Lord our God, you answered / them in/deed; * 
 you were a God who forgave them,   
  yet punished them / for their / evil / deeds. 
9 Proclaim the greatness of the Lord our God; 
       and worship upon the holy / hill of / God; * 
 for the / Lord our / God is · the / Holy One. 
 
THE SECOND READING        1 Thessalonians 1.1-10 
This reading, taken from the New Testament, is typically from a letter (epistle) to the early 
Church, the Acts of the Apostles, or the Revelation of John. 
 

A reading from Paul’s First Letter to the Thessalonians. 
 

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, to the church of the Thessalonians in God the 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace. 
 

We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, 
constantly remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and 
labour of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. For we know, 
brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen you, because our 
message of the gospel came to you not in word only but also in power and in 
the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what kind of persons 
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we proved to be among you for your sake. And you became imitators of us and 
of the Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the word with joy from the 
Holy Spirit, so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia 
and in Achaia. For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you not only in 
Macedonia and Achaia but in every place your faith in God has become known, 
so that we have no need to speak about it. For they report about us what kind 
of welcome we had among you and how you turned to God from idols to serve 
a living and true God and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from 
the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath. 
 

Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GRADUAL HYMN O Thou Who Camest from Above CP#624 (vv1-2) 
 

1 O thou who camest from above, 
the pure celestial fire to impart, 
kindle a flame of sacred love 
on the mean altar of my heart. 
 

2 There let it for thy glory burn 
with inextinguishable blaze, 
and trembling to its source return 
in humble prayer and fervent praise. 
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 22.15-22 
This reading is from one of the four Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke and John) which depict 
the life, teachings, death, resurrection and ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ. We stand for 
the Gospel reading to show the particular importance placed on Jesus’ words and actions. 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
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The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap him in what he said. So they 
sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know 
that you are sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and 
show deference to no one, for you do not regard people with partiality. Tell us, 
then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar or not?” But Jesus, 
aware of their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the test, you 
hypocrites? Show me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a 
denarius. Then he said to them, “Whose head is this and whose title?” They 
answered, “Caesar’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore to Caesar the 
things that are Caesar’s and to God the things that are God’s.” When they 
heard this, they were amazed, and they left him and went away. 
 

The Gospel of Christ. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
GRADUAL HYMN O Thou Who Camest from Above CP#624 (vv3-4) 
 

3 Jesus confirm my heart’s desire 
to work and speak and think for thee; 
still let me guard the holy fire, 
and still stir up thy gift in me. 
 

4 Ready for all thy perfect will, 
my acts of faith and love repeat, 
till death thy endless mercies seal 
and make the sacrifice complete. 
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THE SERMON            Adam MacNeil 
The sermon directly follows the Gospel because it is to be grounded in the scriptures. It 
illuminates the scriptural readings and relates them to daily life. 
 
THE CREED  
The word “creed” comes from the Latin “credo” for “I believe.” First formulated at the 
Council of Nicaea in 325AD and confirmed in 381AD, the Nicene Creed is said at the Holy 
Eucharist, particularly on special feast days, declaring our loving trust in the Triune God and 
exploring the relationship between the three “persons” of God – the Creator/Father, Jesus 
the Christ/Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
 

Let us confess our faith, as we say, 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten 
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were 
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate 
of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake 
he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On 
the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended 
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in 
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father, who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who 
has spoken through the prophets. 
 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
We pray for ourselves and particularly on behalf of others. We pray for the universal 
church, the nation and all who govern, the welfare of the world, the concerns of our 
community of faith, those who are in need or suffer, and for the departed. We are reminded 
in prayer that we are a part of a larger fellowship, the Church – the Body of Christ. 
 
THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
Confessing our sins, receiving forgiveness (absolution) and showing signs of peace to one 
another prepare us to receive Christ in the Sacrament of Holy Communion. 
 

The presider invites the people to confession. 
Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy, welcoming 
sinners and inviting them to this table. Let us confess our sins, confident in 
God’s forgiveness. 
 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. We are 
truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight in your will, and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your name. Amen. 
 

The presider offers absolution and the people respond. 
Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in eternal life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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THE PEACE 
The community stands for the Peace. 
 

May the God of peace make you perfect and holy, that you may be kept safe 
and blameless in spirit, soul and body, for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 

 
The Celebration of the Eucharist 

 
THE OFFERTORY 
At the offertory we gratefully offer back some of what God has given us, 
symbolically in the elements, and in our contributions towards the work of 
the church. Donations to the mission of the Cathedral can be made via 
PayPal, using the QR code here. 
 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM I Will Lift Up Mine Eyes Ann Summers 
 

I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my help; my help 
cometh even from the Lord, who hath made heaven and earth. He will not 
suffer thy foot to be moved, and he that keepeth thee will not sleep. Behold, he 
that keepeth Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep. The Lord himself is thy 
keeper; the Lord is thy defence upon thy right hand, so that the sun shall not 
burn thee by day, neither the moon by night. The Lord shall preserve thee from 
all evil, yea, it is even he that shall keep thy soul. The Lord shall preserve thy 
going out and thy coming in, from this time forth for evermore. 
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PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS 
 

Let us pray. 
Source of all life, the heaven and earth are yours, yet you have given us 
dominion over all things. Receive the symbols of our labour and love which we 
offer you this day, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
In the Great Thanksgiving, we do what Jesus himself asked us to do: thank God and recall 
all that God has done for us in the life, death, and resurrection of Christ. The Great 
Thanksgiving, or Eucharistic Prayer, is a long prayer with four parts. Each of these four parts 
corresponds to a different action of Jesus at the Last Supper, where he took, blessed, broke, 
and gave bread and wine as sacraments of his body and blood. We begin the Great 
Thanksgiving with the Sursum corda, meaning “Lift up your hearts.” 
 

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of heaven and earth; you are the 
source of light and life for all your creation, you made us in your own image, 
and call us to new life in Jesus Christ our Saviour. Therefore we praise you, 
joining our voices to proclaim the glory of your name. 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might. Heaven and earth are full of 
your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blest is the One who comes in the name 
of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
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We give thanks to you, Lord our God, for the goodness and love you have 
made known to us in creation; in calling Israel to be your people; in your Word 
spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus your 
Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
to be the Saviour and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us 
from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us 
out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 
 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, a death he freely 
accepted, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to 
you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: this is my body 
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it 
to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

Therefore, Father, according to his command, 
we remember his death, we proclaim his resurrection, we await his coming 
in glory; 
 

and we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, Lord of all; 
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 
 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts, that they 
may be the sacrament of the body of Christ and his blood of the new covenant. 
Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we, made acceptable in him, may be 
sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 
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In the fullness of time, reconcile all things in Christ, and make them new, and 
bring us to that city of light where you dwell with all your children; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and 
the author of our salvation; by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory are yours, almighty Father, now 
and for ever.  Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
We pray together the prayer that Jesus taught his disciples to pray. The link between our 
daily bread and the spiritual food we receive in the Eucharist is an ancient connection. 
 

As our Saviour taught us, let us pray, 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and 
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now 
and forever. Amen. 
 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.  
We, being many, are one body, for we all share in the one bread. 
 
THE COMMUNION 
To receive communion, please come forward to the altar rail or to the standing station. To 
receive a blessing instead of communion, please cross your arms over your chest. Gluten 
free wafers are available if requested. 
 

The gifts of God for the People of God. 
Thanks be to God. 
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LAMB OF GOD 
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. Lamb of 
God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you 
take away the sin of the world, grant us peace, grant us peace. 
 
MUSIC AT COMMUNION O sacrum convivium William Byrd 
 

O sacred banquet, where Christ is food. His passion is recalled, the mind fills 
with grace, and a pledge of future glory is given to us. Alleluia. 

 
The Sending Forth of the Community 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Let us pray. 
God of our hope, in this eucharist we find the source of all your blessings. 
Nourished in these holy mysteries may we, with our lives, give you continual 
thanks and praise. This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Glory to God,  
whose power working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine. 
Glory to God from generation to generation, in the Church and in Christ Jesus, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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THE BLESSING 
 

The God of all grace, who called you to eternal glory in Christ Jesus, establish, 
strengthen and settle you in the faith; and the blessing of God almighty, the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN God, My Hope on You Is Founded      CP#529 
  

1 God, my hope on you is founded; 
you my faith and trust renew: 
through all change and chance you guide me, 
only good and only true. 
God unknown, you alone 
call my heart to be your own. 
 

2 Human pride and earthly glory, 
sword and crown, betray our trust; 
though with care and toil we build them, 
tower and temple fall to dust. 
But your power, hour by hour, 
is my temple and my tower. 
 

3 Daily does the almighty Giver 
bounteous gifts on us bestow; 
God’s desire for us delights us, 
pleasure leads us where we go. 
Here at hand, love takes stand, 
joy awaits God’s sure command. 
 

4 God’s great goodness lasts forever, 
deepest wisdom, passing thought; 
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splendour, light, and life attending, 
beauty springing out of naught. 
Evermore from God’s store 
newborn worlds rise and adore. 
 

5 Still from earth to God eternal 
sacrifice of praise be done, 
high above all praises praising 
for the gift of Christ the son, 
Christ, you call one and all; 
those who follow shall not fall. 
 
THE DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE Praeludium Orlando Gibbons 
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