
 

 

 

Choral Eucharist 
Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Season of Creation 
September 27, 2026 

10:30am 
 

Worship lies at the heart of the 
Christian life. It is in worship that 
we express our theology and define 
our identity. It is through 
encountering God within worship 
that we are formed and 
transformed as the people of God. 
One of the glories of the Anglican 
Church is its liturgical worship. 
Liturgy refers to the patterns, 
forms, words and actions through 
which public worship is conducted. 
 
The people’s responses are in bold. 

 
Territorial Acknowledgement 

We acknowledge that we gather today on the lands occupied by the Haudenosaunee 
and Anishinaabe nations at the time of the creation of the “Dish with One Spoon” 
wampum agreement. We honour and respect these nations and commit ourselves to 
walk together gently upon this land. 
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The Gathering of the Community 
 
When the service is accompanied by music, it often begins with an instrumental or vocal 
piece of music during which the congregation can prepare for worship. 
 
GATHERING MUSIC To God Alone on High Be Praise       JS Bach 
 
WORDS OF WELCOME 
 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN Jesus, the Joy of Loving Hearts         CP#70 
We begin our worship together in community by praising God in song. 
 

1 Jesus the joy of loving hearts, 
true source of life, our lives sustain; 
from the best bliss that earth imparts, 
we turn unfilled to you again. 
 

2 Your truth unchanged has ever stood, 
you rescue those who on you call: 
to those yet seeking, you are good; 
to those who find you, all in all. 
 

3 We taste of you, the living bread, 
and long to feast upon you still. 
We drink from you, the fountainhead; 
our thirsty souls from you we fill. 
 

4 Our restless spirits long for you, 
however may our lot be cast, 
glad when your gracious smile we view, 
blessed when our faith can hold you fast. 
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5 Jesus, forever with us stay: 
make all our moments calm and bright; 
chase the dark night of sin away; 
spread through the world your holy light. 
 
THE OPENING ACCLAMATION 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
THE COLLECT FOR PURITY 
This prayer was an English rendering of a Latin prayer that began the liturgy in the medieval 
church before the Reformation. It remains a distinctive part of Anglican worship to this day. 
 

Almighty God, 
to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 
hidden. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
GLORIA 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
The Collect is the prayer appointed for each day that “collects” or brings out the theme of 
the day or season of the Church year. It summarizes God’s attributes as shown in the 
scriptures for the day. 
 

Let us pray. 
Gracious God, you call us to fullness of life: deliver us from unbelief and banish 
our anxieties through the liberating love of Jesus Christ our Saviour.  Amen. 
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COLLECT FOR THE SEASON OF CREATION 
 

Creator, you have wonderfully fashioned the heavens and the earth and us in 
your own image. Teach us to discern your hand in all your works and your 
breath in all creatures that we may be of service in the healing of the earth, 
through Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit, through whom you breathe all 
creation into being. Amen. 

 
The Proclamation of the Word 

 
THE FIRST READING            Exodus 17.1-7 
This reading is typically from the Hebrew Scriptures (Old Testament) which Jesus knew and 
which he often referred to or quoted from. 
 

A reading from the Book of Exodus. 
 

From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed 
by stages, as the Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was 
no water for the people to drink. The people quarrelled with Moses and said, 
“Give us water to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? 
Why do you test the Lord?” But the people thirsted there for water, and the 
people complained against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, 
to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?” So Moses cried out to the 
Lord, “What shall I do for this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” The 
Lord said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people and take some of the elders of 
Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile and 
go. I will be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, 
and water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in 
the sight of the elders of Israel. He called the place Massah and Meribah, 
because the Israelites quarrelled and tested the Lord, saying, “Is the Lord 
among us or not?” 
 



 
 

6 
 

Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
THE PSALM               Psalm 78.1-4,12-16 
The psalms are prayers Jesus used and cover every mood of our relationship with God and 
one another. 
 

 
 

1 Hear my teaching / O my / people; * 
 incline your / ears to · the / words of · my / mouth. 
2 I will open my mouth / in a / parable; * 
 I will declare the / myst’ries · of / ancient / times. 
 

3 That which we have heard and known, 
  and what our ances/tors have / told us, * 
 we / will not / hide from · their / children. 
4 We will recount to generations to come 
  the praiseworthy deeds and the power / of the / Lord, * 
 who / has done / wonder·ful / works. 
 

12 God worked marvels in the sight / of their / ancestors, * 
 in the land of Egypt,  / in the / field of / Zoan, 
13 splitting open the sea and letting / them pass / through, * 
 making the / waters · stand / up like / walls; 
 

14 leading them with a / cloud by / day, * 
 and all the night through / with the / glow of / fire; 
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15 splitting hard rocks / in the / wilderness, * 
 and giving them / drink as / from the · great / deep; 
 

16 [2nd part] bringing streams out / of the / cliff, * 
 and the waters / gushing / out like / rivers. 
 
THE SECOND READING              Acts 11.1-18 
This reading, taken from the New Testament, is typically from a letter (epistle) to the early 
Church, the Acts of the Apostles, or the Revelation of John. 
 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 
 

Now the apostles and the brothers and sisters who were in Judea heard that 
the gentiles had also accepted the word of God. So when Peter went up to 
Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized him, saying, “Why did you go to 
uncircumcised men and eat with them?” Then Peter began to explain it to them, 
step by step, saying, “I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a 
vision. There was something like a large sheet coming down from heaven, being 
lowered by its four corners, and it came close to me. As I looked at it closely I 
saw four-footed animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. I also 
heard a voice saying to me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.’ But I replied, ‘By no 
means, Lord, for nothing profane or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ But a 
second time the voice answered from heaven, ‘What God has made clean, you 
must not call profane.’ This happened three times; then everything was pulled 
up again to heaven. At that very moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea, 
arrived at the house where we were. The Spirit told me to go with them and 
not to make a distinction between them and us. These six brothers also 
accompanied me, and we entered the man’s house. He told us how he had seen 
the angel standing in his house and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon, 
who is called Peter; he will give you a message by which you and your entire 
household will be saved.’ And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon 
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them just as it had upon us at the beginning. And I remembered the word of the 
Lord, how he had said, ‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with 
the Holy Spirit.’ If then God gave them the same gift that he gave us when we 
believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could hinder God?” When 
they heard this, they were silenced. And they praised God, saying, “Then God 
has given even to the gentiles the repentance that leads to life.” 
 

Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GRADUAL HYMN  How Sweet the Name of Jesus    CP#620 (vv1-3) 
 

1 How sweet the name of Jesus sounds 
in a believer’s ear! 
It soothes our sorrows, heals our wounds, 
and drives away our fear. 
 

2 It makes the wounded spirit whole, 
and calms the troubled breast; 
‘tis manna to the hungry soul, 
and to the weary rest. 
 

3 Dear name! The rock on which I build, 
my shield and hiding-place, 
my never-failing treasury, filled 
with boundless stores of grace. 
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL               Matthew 21.23-32 
This reading is from one of the four Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke and John) which depict 
the life, teachings, death, resurrection and ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ. We stand for 
the Gospel reading to show the particular importance placed on Jesus’ words and actions. 
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The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people 
came to him as he was teaching and said, “By what authority are you doing 
these things, and who gave you this authority?” Jesus said to them, “I will also 
ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what 
authority I do these things. Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was 
it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From 
heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why, then, did you not believe him?’ But if we say, 
‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd, for all regard John as a prophet.” 
So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I 
tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 
 

“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, 
go and work in the vineyard today.’ He answered, ‘I will not,’ but later he 
changed his mind and went. The father went to the second and said the same, 
and he answered, ‘I go, sir,’ but he did not go. Which of the two did the will of 
his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax 
collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 
For John came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, 
but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him, and even after you saw 
it you did not change your minds and believe him. 
 

The Gospel of Christ. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
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GRADUAL HYMN  How Sweet the Name of Jesus    CP#620 (vv4-5) 
 

4 Jesus, my shepherd, brother, friend, 
my prophet, priest, and king, 
my Lord, my life, my way, my end, 
accept the praise I bring. 
 

5 Weak is the effort of my heart, 
and cold my warmest thought; 
but when I see thee as thou art, 
I’ll praise thee as I ought. 
 
THE SERMON       The Reverend Canon Dr. Sharyn Hall 
The sermon directly follows the Gospel because it is to be grounded in the scriptures. It 
illuminates the scriptural readings and relates them to daily life. 
 
THE CREED  
The word “creed” comes from the Latin “credo” for “I believe.” First formulated at the 
Council of Nicaea in 325AD and confirmed in 381AD, the Nicene Creed is said at the Holy 
Eucharist, particularly on special feast days, declaring our loving trust in the Triune God and 
exploring the relationship between the three “persons” of God – the Creator/Father, Jesus 
the Christ/Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
 

Let us confess our faith, as we say, 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten 
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were 
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate 
of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake 
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he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On 
the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended 
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in 
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father, who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who 
has spoken through the prophets. 
 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
We pray for ourselves and particularly on behalf of others. We pray for the universal 
church, the nation and all who govern, the welfare of the world, the concerns of our 
community of faith, those who are in need or suffer, and for the departed. We are reminded 
in prayer that we are a part of a larger fellowship, the Church – the Body of Christ. 
 
THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
Confessing our sins, receiving forgiveness (absolution) and showing signs of peace to one 
another prepare us to receive Christ in the Sacrament of Holy Communion. 
 

The presider invites the people to confession. 
Recognizing our shared responsibility for the neglect of God’s creation and law 
of love, we seek forgiveness and healing. 
 

Creator,  
out of your abundant love all things live and move and have their being. We 
confess that we have turned away from you and from your image in our 
neighbours. We have neglected the creatures that surround us, the water that 
renews us, and the earth that nourishes us. For the sake of your Son Jesus 
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Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us, that we might hear the song of your 
creation once again and see your love in all living things. Amen. 
 

The presider offers absolution and the people respond. 
Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in eternal life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
THE PEACE 
The community stands for the Peace. 
 

Hear God’s promise of a redeemed creation: the wolf shall live with the lamb, 
the leopard shall lie down with the kid, and a little child shall lead them. They 
will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 

 

The Celebration of the Eucharist 
 

THE OFFERTORY 
At the offertory we gratefully offer back some of what God has given us, 
symbolically in the elements, and in our contributions towards the work of 
the church. Donations to the mission of the Cathedral can be made via 
PayPal, using the QR code here. 
 
OFFERTORY HYMN New Songs of Celebration Render       CP#316 
 

1 New songs of celebration render 
to God who has great wonders done; 
love sits enthroned in ageless splendour; 
come and adore the mighty one. 
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God has made known the great salvation 
which all the saints with joy confess. 
God has revealed to every nation 
truth and unending righteousness. 
 

2 Joyfully, heartily resounding, 
let every instrument and voice 
peal out the praise of grace abounding, 
calling the whole world to rejoice. 
Trumpets and organs, set in motion 
such sounds as make the heavens ring; 
all things that live in earth and ocean, 
sound forth the song, your praises bring. 
 

3 Rivers and seas and torrents roaring, 
honour the Lord with wild acclaim; 
mountains and stones, look up adoring, 
and find a voice to praise God’s name. 
Righteous, commanding, ever glorious, 
praises be sung that never cease: 
just is our God, whose truth victorious 
establishes the world in peace. 
 
PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS 
 

Let us pray. 
Eternal God, in Jesus Christ we behold your glory. Receive the offering of your 
people gathered before you, and open our hearts and mouths to praise your 
great salvation, the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 



 
 

14 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
In the Great Thanksgiving, we do what Jesus himself asked us to do: thank God and recall 
all that God has done for us in the life, death, and resurrection of Christ. The Great 
Thanksgiving, or Eucharistic Prayer, is a long prayer with four parts. Each of these four parts 
corresponds to a different action of Jesus at the Last Supper, where he took, blessed, broke, 
and gave bread and wine as sacraments of his body and blood. We begin the Great 
Thanksgiving with the Sursum corda, meaning “Lift up your hearts.” 
 

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 
Saviour Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave and by 
his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with 
all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 
praise your name and join their triumphant hymn: 
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Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal: you we praise and glorify, you 
we worship and adore. You formed the earth from chaos; you encircled the 
globe with air; you created fire for warmth and light; you nourish the lands with 
water. You molded us in your image, and with mercy higher than the 
mountains, with grace deeper than the seas, you blessed the Israelites and 
cherished them as your own. That also we, estranged and dying, might be 
adopted to live in your Spirit, you called to us through the life and death 
of Jesus. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: ‘Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.’ 
 

Again after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: ‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.’ 
 

Together as the body of Christ, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 
 

With this bread and cup we remember your Son, the first-born of your new 
creation. We remember his life lived for others, and his death and resurrection, 
which renews the face of the earth. We await his coming, when, with the world 
made perfect through your wisdom, all our sins and sorrows will be no more. 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

Holy God, holy and merciful, holy and compassionate, send upon us and this 
meal your Holy Spirit, whose breath revives us for life, whose fire rouses us to 
love. Enfold in your arms all who share this holy food. Nurture in us the fruits of 
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the Spirit, that we may be a living tree, sharing your bounty with all the world. 
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

Holy and benevolent God, receive our praise and petitions, as Jesus received 
the cry of the needy, and fill us with your blessing, until, needy no longer and 
bound to you in love, we feast forever in the triumph of the Lamb: through 
whom all glory and honour is yours, O God, O Loving One, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy church, now and forever. Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
We pray together the prayer that Jesus taught his disciples to pray. The link between our 
daily bread and the spiritual food we receive in the Eucharist is an ancient connection. 
 

As our Saviour taught us, let us pray, 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and 
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now 
and forever. Amen. 
 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.  
We, being many, are one body, for we all share in the one bread. 
 
THE COMMUNION 
To receive communion, please come forward to the altar rail or to the standing station. To 
receive a blessing instead of communion, please cross your arms over your chest. Gluten 
free wafers are available if requested. 
 

The gifts of God for the People of God. 
Thanks be to God. 
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LAMB OF GOD 
 

 

 

 

 
 
MUSIC AT COMMUNION Ave verum corpus           Edward Elgar 
 

Hail true body, born of the virgin Mary, who truly suffered, slain on the cross 
for humanity. Your pierced side poured out water and blood; may we have a 
foretaste of you at the trial of our death; O merciful, O kind, O sweet Jesus, son 
of Mary. 

 
The Sending Forth of the Community 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Let us pray. 
Father in heaven, strengthen the unity of your Church, so that we who have 
been fed with holy things may fulfil your will in the world. We ask this in the 
name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Glory to God,  
whose power working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine. 
Glory to God from generation to generation, in the Church and in Christ Jesus, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
THE BLESSING 
 
May God the Father, who clothes the lilies of the field and feeds the birds of 
the air, provide you with all we need for life in its fulness. Amen. 
 
May God the Son, who fed the five thousand and turned water into wine, feed 
you with his life and transform us in his love. Amen. 
 
May God the Holy Spirit, who hovered over the waters of creation and formed 
the world from chaos, form you in the likeness of Christ and renew the face of 
the earth. Amen. 
 
And the blessing of God almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, come down 
upon you and all you love, and remain with you for ever. Amen. 

 
CLOSING HYMN  Crown Him with Many Crowns       CP#378 
  
1 Crown him with many crowns, 
the Lamb upon his throne: 
hark, how the heavenly anthem drowns 
all music but its own! 
Awake, my soul, and sing 
of him who died for thee, 
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and hail him as thy matchless King 
through all eternity. 
 

2 Crown him the Lord of life, 
who triumphed o’er the grave, 
and rose victorious in the strife 
for those he came to save. 
His glories now we sing 
who died and rose on high, 
who died eternal life to bring, 
and lives that death may die. 
 

3 Crown him the Lord of peace, 
whose power a sceptre sways 
from pole to pole, that wars may cease, 
absorbed in prayer and praise. 
His reign shall know no end; 
and round his pierced feet 
fair flowers of paradise extend 
their fragrance ever sweet. 
 

4 Crown him the Lord of love; 
behold his hands and side, 
rich wounds yet visible above, 
in beauty glorified. 
All hail, Redeemer, hail! 
for thou hast died for me; 
thy praise shall never, never fail 
throughout eternity. 
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THE DISMISSAL 
 

Tend the earth, care for God’s good creation, and bring forth the fruits of 
righteousness. Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE   Fugue in G          JS Bach 
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