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Worship lies at the heart of the 
Christian life. It is in worship that we 
express our theology and define our 
identity. It is through encountering 
God within worship that we are 
formed and transformed as the 
people of God. One of the glories of 
the Anglican Church is its liturgical 
worship. Liturgy refers to the 
patterns, forms, words and actions 
through which public worship is 
conducted. 
 
The people’s responses are in bold. 
 

 
 

 
Territorial Acknowledgement 

We acknowledge that we gather today on the lands occupied by the Haudenosaunee and 
Anishinaabe nations at the time of the creation of the “Dish With One Spoon” wampum agreement.  
We honour and respect these nations and commit ourselves to walk together gently upon this land.  
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The Gathering of the Community 
 
When the service is accompanied by music, it often begins with an instrumental or vocal piece of music 
during which the congregation can prepare for worship. 
 
GATHERING MUSIC  Lucis Creator Optime        Marcel Dupré 
 
WORDS OF WELCOME 
 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN  For the Beauty of the Earth       CP#429 
We begin our worship together in community by praising God in song. 
 
1 For the beauty of the earth, 
for the glory of the skies, 
for the love which from our birth 
over and around us lies, 
Christ our God, to thee we raise 
this our sacrifice of praise. 
 
2 For the beauty of each hour 
of the day and of the night, 
hill and vale and tree and flower, 
sun and moon and stars of light, 
Christ our God, to thee we raise 
this our sacrifice of praise. 

3 For the joy of ear and eye, 
for the heart and mind’s delight, 
for the mystic harmony 
linking sense to sound and sight, 
Christ our God, to thee we raise 
this our sacrifice of praise. 
 
4 For the joy of human love, 
brother, sister, parent, child, 
friends on earth and friends above, 
for all gentle thoughts and mild, 
Christ our God, to thee we raise 
this our sacrifice of praise.

 
5 For each perfect gift of thine 
to our race so freely given, 
graces human and divine, 
flowers of earth and buds of heaven, 
Christ our God, to thee we raise 
this our sacrifice of praise. 

 
THE OPENING ACCLAMATION 
 
Alleluia!  Christ is risen!  
The Lord is risen indeed.  Alleluia!  
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May God’s grace and peace be with you.  
May God fill our hearts with joy. 
 
THE COLLECT FOR PURITY 
This prayer was an English rendering of a Latin prayer that began the liturgy in the medieval church before 
the Reformation. It remains a distinctive part of Anglican worship to this day. 
 
Almighty God, 
to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hidden. Cleanse 
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 
you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
GLORIA 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
The collect is the prayer appointed for each Sunday that “collects” or brings out the theme of the day or 
season of the Church year. It summarizes God’s attributes as shown in the scriptures for the day. 
 
Let us pray.  
O God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, that great shepherd 
of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, make us perfect in every good work to do 
your will, and work in us that which is well-pleasing in your sight; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
A COLLECT FOR CLIMATE JUSTICE SUNDAY 
 
Living God, you call us to be good stewards of this earthly home, strengthen us to care for 
your creation; forgive us when, through our greed and indifference we abuse its beauty and 
damage its potential. Empower us, through your Sprit to so nurture and love the world, that 
all creation sings to your glory. Amen. 

 
The Proclamation of the Word 

 
THE FIRST READING                 Acts 4.5-12 
This reading is typically from the Old Testament (Hebrew Scriptures) which Jesus knew and from which he 
often referred or quoted, but during Eastertide it is normally from the Acts of the Apostles, which recounts 
the story of the Christian community after Jesus’ resurrection. 
 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 
 
The day after Peter and John were arrested, their rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in 
Jerusalem, with Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the 
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high-priestly family. When they had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, 
“By what power or by what name did you do this?” Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said 
to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, if we are being questioned today because of a good 
deed done to someone who was sick and are being asked how this man has been healed, let 
it be known to all of you, and to all the people of Israel, that this man is standing before you 
in good health by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God 
raised from the dead. This Jesus is ‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; it has 
become the cornerstone.’ There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under 
heaven given among mortals by which we must be saved.” 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
THE PSALM             Psalm 23 
The psalms are prayers Jesus used and cover every mood of humanity’s relationship with God and one 
another. 
 
Psalm 23 

 
 1 The Lord / is my / shepherd; * 
  I / shall not / be in / want. 
 
 2 You make me lie / down in • green / pastures * 
  and / lead me • be/side still / waters. 
 
 3 You re/vive my / soul * 
  and guide me along right / pathways / for your / name’s sake. 
 
 4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall / fear no / evil; * 
  for you are with me; your / rod and • your / staff they / comfort me. 
 
 5a You spread a / table • be/fore me * 
  in the / presence • of / those who / trouble me; * 
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 5b you have anointed my / head with / oil,  
  and my / cup is / running / over. 
 
 6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me  
   all the / days of • my / life, * 
  and I will dwell in the / house of • the / Lord for / ever. 
 
THE SECOND READING          1 John 3.16-24 
This reading, taken from the New Testament, is typically from a letter (epistle) to the early Church, the Acts 
of the Apostles, or the Revelation of John. 
 
A reading from the First Letter of John. 
 
We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay down our lives 
for the brothers and sisters. How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods 
and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help? 
 
Little children, let us love not in word or speech but in deed and truth. And by this we will 
know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him whenever our hearts 
condemn us, for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. Beloved, if our 
hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness before God, and we receive from him whatever 
we ask, because we obey his commandments and do what pleases him. 
 
And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and 
love one another, just as he has commanded us. All who obey his commandments abide in 
him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he 
has given us. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GRADUAL HYMN   How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds  CP#620 (vv1-3) 
 
1 How sweet the name of Jesus sounds 
in a believer’s ear! 
It soothes our sorrows, heals our wounds, 
and drives away our fear. 

2 It makes the wounded spirit whole, 
and calms the troubled breast; 
‘tis manna to the hungry soul, 
and to the weary rest.
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3 Dear name! The rock on which I build, 
my shield and hiding-place, 
my never-failing treasury, filled 
with boundless stores of grace. 
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL            John 10.11-18 
This reading is from one of the four Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke and John) which depict the life, teachings, 
death, resurrection and ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ. We stand for the Gospel reading to show the 
particular importance placed on Jesus’ words and actions. 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. The hired hand, 
who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the 
sheep and runs away, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. The hired hand runs 
away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. I am the good shepherd. I know my 
own, and my own know me, just as the Father knows me, and I know the Father. And I lay 
down my life for the sheep. I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring 
them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. For this 
reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. No one 
takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have 
power to take it up again. I have received this command from my Father.” 
 
The Gospel of Christ. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
GRADUAL HYMN   How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds  CP#620 (vv4-5) 
 
4 Jesus, my shepherd, brother, friend, 
my prophet, priest, and king, 
my Lord, my life, my way, my end, 
accept the praise I bring. 

5 Weak is the effort of my heart, 
and cold my warmest thought; 
but when I see thee as thou art, 
I’ll praise thee as I ought.
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THE SERMON           The Reverend Canon J. Lefebvre 
The sermon directly follows the Gospel because it is to be grounded in the scriptures. It illuminates the 
scriptural readings and relates them to daily life. The Sermon is followed by a period of silence for reflection. 
 
THE CREED  
The word “creed” comes from the Latin “credo” for “I believe.” First formulated at the Council of Nicaea in 
325AD and confirmed in 381AD, the Nicene Creed is said at the Holy Eucharist, particularly on special 
feast days, declaring our loving trust in the Triune God and exploring the relationship between the three 
“persons” of God – the Creator/Father, Jesus the Christ/Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
 
Let us confess our faith, as we say, 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came 
down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly 
human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge 
the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father, who 
with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. 
 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 
come. Amen. 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
We pray for ourselves and particularly on behalf of others. In our prayers we pray for the universal church, 
the nation and all who govern, the welfare of the world, the concerns of our community of faith, including 
those who are in need or suffer, and for the departed. We are reminded in prayer that we are a part of a 
larger fellowship, the Church – the Body of Christ. 

 
THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
Confessing our sins, receiving forgiveness (absolution) and showing signs of peace to one another prepare 
us to receive Christ in the Sacrament of Holy Communion. 
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The presider invites the people to confession. 
Christ died to sin once for all, and now he lives to God. Let us renew our resolve to have done 
with all that is evil and confess our sins in penitence and faith. 
 
We confess our sin, and the sins of our society, in the misuse of God’s creation.  
 
God our Father, we are sorry for the times when we have used your gifts carelessly,  
and acted ungratefully. Hear our prayer, and in your mercy: 
Forgive us and help us.  
 
We enjoy the fruits of the harvest, but sometimes forget that you have given them to us.  
Father, in your mercy: 
Forgive us and help us.  
 
We belong to a people who are full and satisfied, but ignore the cry of the hungry.  
Father, in your mercy: 
Forgive us and help us.  
 
We are thoughtless, and do not care enough for the world you have made.  
Father, in your mercy: 
Forgive us and help us. 
  
We store up goods for ourselves alone, as if there were no God and no heaven.  
Father, in your mercy: 
Forgive us and help us. 
 
The presider offers absolution and the people respond. 
Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and 
strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
THE PEACE 
The community stands for the Peace. 
 
Alleluia. Christ has been raised from the dead. The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
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The Celebration of the Eucharist 
 

THE OFFERTORY 
At the offertory we gratefully offer back some of what God has given us, symbolically 
in the elements, and in our contributions towards the work of the church. Donations 
to the mission of the Cathedral can be made via PayPal, using the QR code here. 
 
OFFERTORY HYMN  Let Streams of Living Justice       CP#575 
 
1 Let streams of living justice flow down upon the earth; 
give freedom’s light to captives, let all the poor have worth. 
The hungry’s hands are pleading, the workers claim their rights, 
the mourners long for laughter, the blinded seek for sight. 
Make liberty a beacon, strike down the iron power; 
abolish ancient vengeance: proclaim your people’s hour. 
 
2 For healing of the nations, for peace that will not end, 
for love that makes us lovers, God grant us grace to mend. 
Weave our varied gifts together; knit our lives as they are spun; 
on your loom of time enroll us till our thread of life is run. 
O great Weaver of our fabric, bind church and world in one; 
dye our texture with your radiance, light our colours with your sun. 
 
3 Your city’s built to music; we are the stones you seek; 
your harmony is language: we are the words you speak. 
Our faith we find in service, our hope in other’s dreams, 
our love in hand of neighbour: our homeland brightly gleams. 
Inscribe our hearts with justice; your way the path untried; 
your truth - the heart of stranger; your life - the Crucified. 
 
PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS 
 
Let us pray. 
God of loving care, you spread before us the table of life, and give us the cup of salvation to 
drink. Keep us always in the fold of your Son Jesus Christ, our Saviour and our shepherd. 
Amen. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
In the Great Thanksgiving, we do what Jesus himself asked us to do: thank God and recall all that 
God has done for us in the life, death, and resurrection of Christ. The Great Thanksgiving, or 
Eucharistic Prayer, is a long prayer with four parts. Each of these four parts corresponds to a 
different action of Jesus at the Last Supper, where he took, blessed, broke, and gave bread and 
wine as sacraments of his body and blood. We begin the Great Thanksgiving with the Sursum corda, 
meaning “Lift up your hearts.” 
 
The Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right that we should praise you, gracious God, for you created all things. You 
formed us in your own image: male and female you created us. When we turned away from 
you in sin, you did not cease to care for us, but opened a path of salvation for all people. You 
made a covenant with Israel, and through your servants Abraham and Sarah gave the promise 
of a blessing to all nations. Through Moses you led your people from bondage into freedom; 
through the prophets you renewed your promise of salvation. 
 
Therefore, with them, and with all your saints who have served you in every age, we give 
thanks and raise our voices to proclaim the glory of your name. 
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Holy God, source of life and goodness, all creation rightly gives you praise. In the fullness of 
time, you sent your Son Jesus Christ, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, 
to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He healed the sick and ate and drank with 
outcasts and sinners; he opened the eyes of the blind and proclaimed the good news of your 
kingdom to the poor and to those in need. In all things he fulfilled your gracious will. 
 
On the night he freely gave himself to death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread, and when he 
had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “ Take, eat: this is 
my body which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
said, “Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and 
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance 
of me.” 
 
Gracious God, his perfect sacrifice destroys the power of sin and death; by raising him to life 
you give us life for evermore. Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
Recalling his death, proclaiming his resurrection, and looking for his coming again in glory, we 
offer you, Father, this bread and this cup. Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts, 
that all who eat and drink at this table may be one body and one holy people, a living sacrifice 
in Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
 
Through Christ, with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory is yours, 
almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
We pray together the prayer that Jesus taught his disciples to pray. The link between our daily bread and 
the spiritual food we receive in the Eucharist is an ancient connection. 
 

As our Saviour taught us, let us pray, 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
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who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 

Lord, we died with you on the cross.  
Now we are raised to new life. 
 
We were buried in your tomb.  
Now we share in your resurrection.  
 
Live in us, that we may live in you. 
 
THE COMMUNION 
 

The gifts of God for the People of God. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
LAMB OF GOD 

 

 
MUSIC AT COMMUNION Ave Verum Corpus         Edward Elgar 
 
Hail, true body, born of the Virgin Mary; you truly suffered, and were slain on the cross for 
the human race. Your pierced side flowed with true blood; may we have a foretaste of you, 
in the ordeal of death. O merciful, O kind, O sweet Jesu, Son of Mary. 
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The Sending Forth of the Community 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
Let us pray. 
God of steadfast love, watch over the Church redeemed by the blood of your Son. May we 
who share in these holy mysteries come safely to your eternal kingdom, where there is one 
flock and one shepherd. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ the risen Lord. Amen. 
 
Glory to God, whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine. 
Glory to God from generation to generation, in the Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
THE BLESSING 
 
God the Father, who created the world, give you grace to be wise stewards of his creation.  
Amen. 
 
God the Son, who redeemed the world, inspire you to go out as labourers into his harvest. 
Amen. 
 
God the Holy Spirit, whose breath fills the whole creation, help you to bear his fruits of love, 
joy and peace. Amen. 
 
And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and 
remain with you always. Amen. 
 
 

CLOSING HYMN   Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee       CP#425 
 
1 Joyful, Joyful we adore thee, 
God of glory, Lord of love; 
hearts unfold like flowers before thee, 
opening to the sun above. 

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, 
drive the dark of doubt away; 
giver of immortal gladness, 
fill us with the light of day.
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2 All thy works with joy surround thee, 
earth and heaven reflect thy rays; 
stars and angels sing around thee, 
centre of unbroken praise. 
Field and forest, vale and mountain, 
flowery meadow, flashing sea, 
chanting bird and flowing fountain 
call us to rejoice in thee.  
 

3 Thou art giving and forgiving, 
ever blessing, ever blest, 
wellspring of the joy of living, 
ocean depth of happy rest! 
Thou our Father and our Mother, 
all who live in love are thine; 
teach us how to love each other, 
lift us to the joy divine.

THE DISMISSAL 
 
Tend the earth, care for God’s good creation, and bring forth the fruits of righteousness. Go 
in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
POSTLUDE      Placare Christe Servulis        Marcel Dupré 
 
 

PERMISSIONS 
Acknowledgements: Cover Image from Lawrence OP, https://www.flickr.com/photos/paullew/3496562096, 
used under CC BY-NC-ND 2.0 DEED. Rubrics adapted from the Washington National Cathedral Orders of 
Service, April 30, 2023. Collect for Climate Justice taken from the Church of England Environment Program, 
Creation Care Prayers. Scripture quotations are taken from the New Revised Standard Version Updated 
Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved worldwide. Psalms are taken from ‘A Liturgical Psalter: The Psalter of The Book 
of Alternative Services Emended for Contemporary Liturgical Use’ by authority of General Synod, 2016;  
chant by J. Turle.  Invitation to Confession and Introduction to the Peace are taken from Common Worship: 
Times and Seasons: churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/worship-texts-and-resources/common-
worship/churchs-year/times-and-seasons-2, accessed on 4/15/2024. Confession and Blessing taken from 
“Let All Things Their Creator Bless”: Liturgy for Use During the Season of Creationtide, Diocese of Guilford, pp. 
14-15 & p. 37. Gloria, Sanctus and Agnus Dei from the Mass of St Denis by Barrie Cabena, Common Praise ## 
691, 694, 701. Music and sung texts are reproduced in accordance with the terms of One License # A-707055. 
 
All Cathedral Choral Eucharist services are livestreamed via video for our online congregation. By participating 
in this service, you acknowledge that you may be visible on live broadcast or archived video. If you are 
uncomfortable about the possibility of appearing on video, please see a greeter to be directed to a more private 
area. 
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