Sunday, March 29, 2020– Christ`s Church Cathedral
A SERVICE OF EVENING PRAYER FOR PASSIONTIDE

Introductory responses
After gathering in silence, the assembly stands

Blessed are you, God of our salvation,
to you be glory and praise for ever.
Full of sorrows and acquainted with grief,
Christ was lifted up
so that he might draw the whole world to himself.
May we walk this day in the way of the cross
and always be ready to share its weight,
declaring your love for all the world.

Hymn – O Gracious Light
Sung by the assembly

Psalm 145 Exaltabo te, Deus
Sung by the assembly

I WILL exult you, O my God,*
and bless your name for ever and ever.
Every day will I bless you*
and praise your name for ever and ever.
You are great O God, and greatly to be praised;*
there is no end to your greatness.
One generation shall praise your works to another*
and shall de-clare your power.
I will ponder the glorious splendour of your majesty*
and all your marvel-lous works.
You open wide your hand*
and satisfy the needs of every liv-ing creature.
O God your are righteous in all your ways*
and loving in all your works.
You are near to those who call upon you,*
to all who call u-pon you faithfully.
You fulfill the desire of those who fear you,*
you hear their cry and help them.
You preserve all those who love you,*
but destroy all the wicked.
Glory to God, Source of all being, eternal Word and Holy Spirit
as it was in the beginning, is now and will be forever. Amen.

Word (Philippians 1:1-11)
Paul and Timothy, both of us committed servants of Christ Jesus, write this letter to
all the followers of Jesus in Philippi, pastors and ministers included. We greet you
with the grace and peace that comes from God our Father and our Master, Jesus
Christ.
Every time you cross my mind, I break out in exclamations of thanks to God. Each
exclamation is a trigger to prayer. I find myself praying for you with a glad heart. I
am so pleased that you have continued on in this with us, believing and proclaiming
God’s Message, from the day you heard it right up to the present. There has never
been the slightest doubt in my mind that the God who started this great work in you
would keep at it and bring it to a flourishing finish on the very day Christ Jesus
appears.
It’s not at all fanciful for me to think this way about you. My prayers and hopes have
deep roots in reality. You have, after all, stuck with me all the way from the time I
was thrown in jail, put on trial, and came out of it in one piece. All along you have
experienced with me the most generous help from God. He knows how much I love
and miss you these days. Sometimes I think I feel as strongly about you as Christ
does!
So this is my prayer: that your love will flourish and that you will not only love much
but well. Learn to love appropriately. You need to use your head and test your
feelings so that your love is sincere and intelligent, not sentimental gush. Live a
lover’s life, circumspect and exemplary, a life Jesus will be proud of: bountiful in
fruits from the soul, making Jesus Christ attractive to all, getting everyone involved
in the glory and praise of God.

The Responsory
(antiphon sung by all)

How splendid this cross of Christ! It brings life, not death
Light, not darkness, fulfillment, without loss
By means of the cross, Christ unites all people
and brings them back to God.
You stretched out your arms.....
Our mothers bear us for pain and for death,
our true mother, Jesus, bears us for joy and endless life.
In the greatness of your mercy, we are loosed from our charins,
The sins of all people are forgiven.
You stretched out your arms.....
You overcame the sting of death:
And opened the kingdom to all believers
and when you come in your glory,
Make us to be one with you and to share the life of your kingdom.
You stretched out your arms.....

The Song of Mary
(sung by all)

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord;
My spirit rejoices in God my saviour
For you Lord have looked with favour
on your lowly servant.

From this day all generations will called me blessed
You, the Almighty, have done great things for me and holy is your name
You have mercy on those who fear you:
From generation to generation.
You have shown strength with your arm
And scattered the proud in their conceit.
Casting down the mighty from their thrones
And lifting up the lowly.
You have filled the hungry with good things
And sent the rich away empty.
You have come to the aid of your servant Israel
To remember the promise of mercy
The promise you made to our forebears
To Abraham, Sarah and their children for ever.
Glory to the Father and to the Son; and to the Holy Spirit
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Affirmation of Faith
Hear, O Israel,
The lord our God, the Lord is one.
Love the Lord your God
With all your heart,
With all your soul,
With all your mind,
And with all your strength
This is the first and the great commandment.
The second is like it: love your neighbour as yourself
There is no commandment greater than these.

The Litany
Response (sung by the assembly)

Lord, have mercy
Let us pray to our redeemer who suffered for us on the cross,
was buried, and rose from the dead.
Lord, have mercy
Lord and master, for us you became obedient even to death:
keep us faithful to God’s will in the darkness of our lives.
Lord, have mercy
Jesus, our life,
by dying on the cross you destroyed hell and death
Lord, have mercy
Grant that we may die with you
and rise with you in glory
Lord, have mercy
Christ our king, you were the scorn of the people,
a worm not a man: teach us to tread your path of humility
Lord, have mercy
Jesus, our hope, you stretched out your hands on the cross
to embrace all ages of humanity:
gather all God’s scattered children into the kingdom of salvation.
Lord, have mercy

Collect
God of suffering and glory, in Jesus Christ you reveal the way of life through the
path of obedience. Inscribe your law in our hearts, so that in life we may not
stray from you but may be your people. Amen.

Nunc Dimittis
(sung by all)

LORD, NOW you let your servant go in peace;*
your word has been fulfilled.
My own eyes have seen the salvation *
which you have prepared in the sight of ev’ry people;
A light to reveal you to the nations *
and the glory of your people Israel.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. A-men.

The Lord`s Prayer
Standing at the foot of the cross
and gathering our prayers and praises into one,
let us pray as our Saviour taught us,
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now
and forever. Amen.

Hymn

The Dismissal
Let us bless the Lord
Thanks be to God

May Christ who bore our sins on the cross, set us free to serve with him in joy.
Amen.

