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Introduction 

For many years Katharine Greenfield has served as Cathedral Archivist and she has accumulat-

ed extensive information about the operation of the Cathedral throughout its history.  The start 

of the 175th anniversary year and external enquiries resulted in this attempt to gather together 

the information we have about the stained glass of the Cathedral.  As I came to do this, I found 

two people were invaluable.  John Rathbone, former Canon Pastor of the Cathedral and Dioce-

san Archivist, had made notes about the windows in the 1970s when he was Canon Pastor.  

Katharine Greenfield, the Cathedral Archivist, had gathered much more information and this 

went far beyond narrow descriptions of the windows and dates of installation.  The information 

included summaries about the people named and their families, correspondence and newspaper 

clippings.  Most of what follows is, therefore, Katharineôs work and she should receive due 

recognition for it.  In compiling this document I drew a little on observations I made while tak-

ing photographs at the Cathedral and other churches in the Diocese, and a visit to Robert 

McCausland Limited, a leading designer and manufacturer of stained glass.  In addition, I 

learned more information as a result of a visit by Charlie Hill of the National Gallery and Tobi 

Bruce of the Hamilton Art Gallery; in particular they found a number of inscriptions and signa-

tures, and provided suggestions on follow-up.  Having watched them look for signatures, I was 

subsequently able to find others.  My wife, Jeni, has guided many people on tours; her observa-

tion has drawn detail to my attention, and our discussions have helped my understanding. 

Although stained glass had been used earlier, by the 19th century the techniques and skills of 

making and using true stained glass had been lost because of changes in artistic taste and 

protestant theology. Thomas Willement, who made his first stained glass in 1811, was called 

ñthe father of Victorian stained glassò and he operated from 1811 to 1869.  Commercial manu-

facture started in the 1830s, and by 1851 Ballantine and Allen, manufacturers of one or more of 

our windows, was one of twenty-five firms able to display stained glass windows in the Great 

Exhibition.  Within Canada the firm of McCausland dates from the 1850s.  From this time on-

wards the fashion arose of inserting stained glass windows as memorials, and this coincides with 

the period when the first work on building the stone cathedral we know today took place. 

Organization 

 

The information is presented in the sequence the windows occur if one were to walk in the front 

door and proceed around the Cathedral in a counter-clockwise direction. 
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South Nave Windows 

 
1. Suffer the little children ï 1873 

 

This window was manufactured by Ballantine and 

sons, Edinburgh, Scotland.  This firm started in 

1837 and operated through three generations of Bal-

lantines; the grandson of the founder, James, died in 

an accident in 1940.  The window was originally 

over the sacristy door and was subsequently placed 

in the current location overlooking the font, which 

was south of the central door at the back of the 

church.   

 

It was dedicated by Dean Geddes on July 8, 1873, 

and an account of the dedication is in the Hamilton 

Evening Times of that date.  This was thought to be 

the oldest window in the church, but it appears not 

to be.  The Davidson window was dedicated in 

1862, and the original east window was erected in 

1853. 

 

It was given by Mrs. Robert Forest Ainslie in 

memory of Mary A. Worsop Ainslie and infant (her 

sister-in-law and infant): her two sons William Al-

lan and Robert Forest Gordon.  The Ainslie family 

were members of the original congregation of 

Christôs Church in 1835.  Mr. Ainslie, listed as a 

farmer, owned a large property to the west of the city, a property including Ainslie Woods, a 

favourite picnic area years ago, and site of the Hillfield School before it moved to the mountain.  

The Ainslie home was the headmasterôs house in those days. 
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2. Dorcas ï 1911 

 

This window has the same decoration above and below the main panels, as two of the windows 

manufactured by McCausland in the north-west of the Cathedral.  It did not, however, appear in 

the files of McCausland when a visit was made in 2009 to review the files.  The window was 

restored by the Womenôs Auxiliary (no date given); the W.A. banner and case containing the 

badges of life members are in front of it. 

 

The window is in memory of Elizabeth Mitchell Bruce, wife of Francis Carmichael Bruce and 

daughter of John and Charlotte Mitchell.  (See Annunciation window ï north nave)  Her sons 

were Walter H. Stuart and Ernest. 

 

Dorcus appears in the Acts of the Apostles as Tabitha, a rich widow who gave to the poor, as 

she is portrayed in this window. 


