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FROM THE EDITOR 

Thanksgiving is a different kind of holiday. 

As a Christian holiday, Thanksgiving lacks the 

drama of Christmas or Easter with those com-

pelling and incredible biblical stories retold eve-

ry year.  We include them in our liturgy, in our 

hymns, in children’s books, and indeed some 

incredible Hollywood movies have been made 

based on these bible stories – many of us watch 

them year after year.   We prepare for Christmas 

with the season of Advent and for Easter with 

Lent.  Christmas comes with magnificent imag-

es of a humble birth in a stable, the magi, and a 

guiding star.  Easter gives us images of the last 

supper, the crucifixion, and the resurrection.  

Our liturgical celebrations are centered on the 

stories and their images.   

As secular holidays, the same applies.   I have 

already seen Christmas decorations for sale in a 

number of stores.  Soon the mayhem of Christ-

mas will be upon us – Christmas trees, elves, 

Santa Clause propelled by reindeer, and much 

gift buying; Easter comes with Easter bunnies, 

Easter egg hunts, Easter lilies, new outfits, and 

more gift giving.  And for many holidays, we 

send greeting cards well in advance to be sure 

they’re received on time - Hallmark celebrations 

and consumerism at its best and worst.   

Not so with Thanksgiving.  We don’t prepare 

for Thanksgiving in the same ways as other hol-

idays.  Even other secular holidays (Mother’s 

day, Father’s Day, Halloween, and Valentine’s 

Day) demand some forethought of what to give, 

and how to celebrate.  Miraculously, Thanksgiv-

ing has escaped runaway consumerism.  

Thanksgiving is a much quieter holiday.  

Thanksgiving is simplicity itself. 

As far as I know, there isn’t a specific biblical 

story that links us to Thanksgiving Day as 

Christians.  It is a day when we (whether Chris-

tian or not) gather around the table with family 

and friends and enjoy the bounty of the harvest.  

It is a time to reflect on the abundance of our 

world and our lives and, now more than ever, 

our role as stewards of the earth.  It is a time to 

be grateful for what we have and not despair for 

what we have not or for what we have lost.  It is 

a time to acknowledge that all we have comes 

from God - a time to not only feel gratitude but 

to outwardly express it as best we can by giving 

back to God.  It is a Christian holiday not be-

cause of one incredible story, but because grati-

tude for all that God has given us is the thread 

that runs through many biblical stories. 

May we all feel blessed at Thanksgiving and 

throughout the year.  From Anne and me, Happy 

Thanksgiving!  

 

THANKSGIVING 
 

Simplicity itself 

 
by Paula Esteves 

Return to Table of Contents  
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SUMMER HEAT 
 

Well at least its cooler… 

 

by Peter Wall † 

PETER’S PERSPECTIVE 

This really was quite a summer – we experienced 

what might well become our new ‘normal’ – a 

very hot and, at many levels, disturbing climate.  

Many of us wait in trepidation for a hydro bill; 

some have already had the shock of bills for dra-

matically increased air conditioning use.  Records 

were set all over Ontario and other parts of east-

ern Canada for ‘heat alert’ days and while we, as 

good Canadians, always welcome a warm sum-

mer as our reward for our winters, there is much 

to cause us concern in our ongoing meteorologi-

cal vicissitudes.  If ever there was a season to 

cause us some deep thinking about global warm-

ing, the crisis climate, and the ways in which we 

live, this was it.  We also have heard predictions 

that the coming winter will be a particularly 

harsh one.  We in our church are strongly com-

mitted to protecting the environment and to being 

good stewards of all that we have been given.   

Solutions, such as we think they might exist, are 

very complex and expensive and will involve 

deep changes in all aspects of our common life.  

So, while many of us rejoiced in a lovely, hot, 

summer, there are elements which have, and will 

continue to, cause us to think anew about so 

many things. 
 

Along with the weather, there was some ‘heat’ in 

the church over the summer as well.  The 41st 

General Synod of the Anglican Church of Canada 

was one for the books – the decision to approve 

the first reading of a resolution to change the def-

inition of marriage in our canons was a difficult 

one, made even more so by voter registration ir-

regularities and a process which left us in one 

way one day, and in completely another way the 

next.  While I know that many – perhaps even 

most – in our congregation were pleased and re-

lieved by the final result, it was, and is, not so for 

many in our church, and we now have the diffi-

cult work again of healing and keeping the family 

together, just as we have tried to do over the last 

several decades as we have dealt with the contin-

uing issues of human sexuality, to say nothing of 

the issues of the ordination of women and priests 

and Bishops, the inclusion of children in com-

munion, the re-marriage of divorced person, etc. 

etc.  These decisions by the Church are never 

easy and always leave some feeling excluded or 

unheard.  As we move toward the second reading 

of this particular resolution in 2019, we must do 

our very best to hold the edges together and to 

maintain the unity – not uniformity – but real uni-

ty within our church. 
 

By the conclusion of General Synod, our Bishop 

Michael, along with Bishop Chapman of Ottawa, 

had assured our Diocese that there would be no 

waiting for the full inclusion of our LGBTQ2 

brothers and sisters, and that marriage equality 

(Continued on page 5) 
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would be authorized by him immediately as a 

pastoral response.  This, along with the decision 

taken by General Synod, has, of course, resulted 

in some of our Canadian Bishops taking a differ-

ent stance and issuing statements distancing 

themselves (and their Dioceses) from the actions 

both of General Synod and certain other Canadi-

an Bishops.  While this is deeply regrettable, it is 

not the first time that this has happened and is 

consistent with the fundamental disagreements 

which have taken place over many years on some 

of these matters. 
 

Over these next months much will happen to 

keep our Church together.  I urge you to hold 

Bishop Michael, our Primate, Archbishop Hiltz, 

members of the Council of General Synod, and 

the House of Bishops in your prayers. 
 

I am pleased that many in our congregation feel 

so affirmed by these recent decisions and actions 

and I know that having the possibility of full mar-

riage means so much to so many of us. 
 

Two weeks after General Synod, I was fortunate 

to attend the National Worship Conference—a 

biennial gathering sponsored by both the Angli-

can Church of Canada and the Evangelical Lu-

theran Church in Canada – this year in Waterloo.  

Excellent speakers, wonderful worship, and gift-

ed leadership, including some form our own Dio-

cese, made this a great conference.  One of the 

highlights of this conference every two years is 

the conferral of the ‘Companion of the Worship 

Arts’ – each church received nominations and 

names a laureate – and it was my honour to pre-

sent Dr. Paul Gibson as this year’s recipient.  
 

Some weeks at the cottage in August completed 

my summer – Anne and I were able to spend 

some wonderful time together in that beautiful 

part of the world! 
 

As I write this, we have just completed another 

Supercrawl – one of the highlights of September 

for us each year.  While there was a little rain, it 

was a wonderful weekend – we welcomed just 

shy of 10,000 people into the Cathedral, hosted 

wonderful art installations, heard fantastic music, 

and did what we do so well – welcoming the 

community into their Cathedral.  Many, many are 

deserving of thanks, but none as much as Sandy 

and Jeni Darling who shepherd this annual event 

so well, along with all of those staff members and 

parishioners who tirelessly work to being the Ca-

thedral to the city, and the city to the Cathedral.  

Bravissimo, tutti!!! 

 

And so the loveliest of season beckons us – the 

fall!  After the triumph of Supercrawl, we have 

our annual celebrations of the Order of Niagara, 

on the afternoons of October 2 and 16.  On Sun-

day, October 9, the Sunday of Thanksgiving 

weekend, we will keep Harvest and also wel-

come domestic pets and animals for a blessing at 

the 10:30 service.    I will be way for Sunday Oc-

tober 23 as I assist at the marriage of our good 

friend, Jean Rae Baxter, at the Cathedral in King-

ston   On Sunday, October 30 we will welcome 

The Rev. Canon Dr. Jody Rois, Executive Direc-

tor of The Anglican Foundation of Canada as 

guest preacher.   
 

The Sacrament of Baptism will be celebrated on 

Sunday, November 6 as we keep the Feast of All 

Saints in the morning and the Feast of All Souls, 

with a special Requiem, at 4:00 p.m. 
 

Knitters on Wednesday, Community Outreach on 

Tuesday mornings, weekday celebrations of the 

Eucharist, work by gardeners and altar guild 

members, beautiful singing by our choir – all of 

these things, which form such an important part 

of our community life – all keep us grounded and 

in tune!  

 

Here's to cooler weather, lower hydro bills (!), 

and a great fall!  

(Continued from page 4) 
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WHERE WAS GOD? 
 

On September 11, 2001 

 

by Sharyn Hall† 

HOMILY 9/11/2016 

Where was God on September the 11, 2001?  

This is a question for many people of different 

faiths and of no faith; people in New York and 

people who watched the collapse of the World 

Trade Centre again and again on television.  To 

many people the numbers 9-11 are synonymous 

with terror and destruction.  So where was God 

on 9-11?   

 

There can be as many answers as there are peo-

ple who recognize that it is a good question.  I 

remember one answer that made me very angry.  

A very prominent Evangelical leader in the 

United States declared that the destructions of 

the two towers of the World Trade Centre was 

God’s way of punishing America for abandon-

ing God.  The World Trade Centre was symbol-

ic of America’s power and wealth which caused 

people to conclude that God was powerless or at 

least irrelevant.  This was the God of judgement 

and vengeance.  The Christian leader quoted 

passages from the Bible like the passage we 

heard today in the Book of Jeremiah (Jeremiah 

4: 11-12, 22-28) as proof that what we wit-

nessed on September 11 was the wrath of God. 

The Lord says to Jeremiah:  “I looked on the 

earth and lo it was waste and void and to the 

heavens and they had no light…Because of this 

the earth shall mourn and the heavens above 

grow black.  For I have spoken.  I have pur-

posed.  I have not relented.  Nor will I turn 

back.”  Is this the God we love?  Is this the God 

of compassion and mercy?   

 

On that horrific day of 9-11 many prayers were 

sent to heaven; desperate prayers for help by 

people in the towers and on the planes.  Plead-

ing prayers by people afraid for loved ones 

trapped in burning buildings or on planes or 

shattered areas.  In these prayers there was an 

immediate recognition that people were power-

less.  Their only hope was in a powerful and 

merciful God.  The reality was that many people 

would die and many prayers would not be ful-

filled.  And then there was the question:  Where 

was God?  People who had lived a close rela-

tionship with God felt betrayed or perplexed.  

They could no longer talk to God.  They could 

no longer believe in a loving God and they 

struggled for understanding of why God had al-

lowed this to happen.   

 

Two years after the attack on September 11 an 

excellent documentary called Faith and Doubt 

at Ground Zero investigated the response of 

people who were directly affected by the events 

of that day.  Some people were survivors who 

questioned why they escaped and many others 

(Continued on page 7) 
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did not.  Was that God’s choice?  Other people 

lost loved ones in a terrible death of fire and 

crushing steel.  One woman admitted that she had 

lost her love for God because her image of God 

had changed to a God who is indifferent to suffer-

ing.  A young Episcopalian priest struggles to 

strengthen his faith in God.  Before 9-11 he be-

lieved he could count on God’s help.  Since 9-11 

he is no longer sure.  A Muslim mother lost her 

daughter and son-in-law in the collapse of the 

south tower.  Her prayer is that they did not suf-

fer.  Her belief is that they are together with God.  

One man expressed his earnest desire to connect 

with God to ask these questions and try to under-

stand.  In the only humourous moment of the doc-

umentary, he said he wished God had a phone 

number.  Even if God were far away he would 

gladly pay for the long distance call.   

 

A scholar of religion suggests that the real belief 

behind religion is connectedness – connectedness 

to God and to others.  In the documentary a 

Christian, a Muslim, and a Rabbi address the role 

of religion in the attacks of September 11.  They 

all agree that there is a dark side of religion.  Peo-

ple can become so passionate about their reli-

gious beliefs that they develop extreme views and 

commit violent acts.  As happened on 9-11, peo-

ple can kill others believing that they are pleasing 

God.   

 

In the history of our own Christian religion we 

know that cruel and murderous acts have been 

committed in the name of God and yet in every 

religion there is the call to compassion for others; 

for strangers and even for others who are differ-

ent in race and religion.  So it is not religion that 

can be blamed for cruelty and violence.  It is the 

interpretation of religion which produces narrow 

minds and fanatical acts and unleashes the poten-

tial for darkness.  If we should not blame God 

and should not blame religion then who should 

we blame for the horror of 9-11? 

 

George W. Bush, then President of the United 

States, said that the people of American wit-

nessed evil on that day.  He spoke about evil as a 

noun, as a thing or person, not as an adjective to 

describe a person’s behaviour.  Jesus spoke about 

evil as Satan, as a fallen angel or a demon which 

causes illness.  One person who witnessed the 

collapse of the World Trade Centre commented 

that God was fighting the Devil that day and 

though it seemed that God lost the battle, God 

saved many people.  God was there to comfort 

those who suffered and to hold the hand of those 

who faced certain death.   

 

In today’s Gospel passage we heard again the fa-

miliar stories of the shepherd searching for the 

lost sheep and the woman searching for the lost 

coin.  On September 11, 2001 hundreds of people 

were searching for loved ones with hope that they 

were safe.  I was searching for our older son Mat-

thew who lived in Manhattan at that time.  For 

two hours we were unable to reach him because 

of lost communication but finally he sent a brief 

message to say he was ok.  We were only one 

family of millions of people who searched for 

days to determine if their loved one was alive or 

lost.  Fifteen years later over a thousand families 

are still hoping to find some small piece of foren-

sic evidence that their loved one died on that fate-

ful day.  They still need to feel connected to those 

they lost.  Some of those grieving families seek 

strength in their faith.  Others cannot overcome 

their doubt that there is a loving God who would 

allow such human suffering to happen.   

 

The events of September 11, 2001 have had polit-

ical, economic, and military ramifications in the 

United States and in other countries including 

(Continued from page 6) 
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Passages 

Deaths 

Veronika Romvari  

July 21, 2016 

 

Margaret Grinstead 

September 4, 2016 

 

Ruth Gallagher 

September 19,2016 

 

Canada but the spiritual questions of 9-11 are 

not often discussed.  Was this God’s will?  Or 

was God involved at all?  Is religion to blame for 

such cold blooded determination to kill others or 

was religion the justification for revenge?  Or is 

the dark force of evil manipulating our world?  

There are many heart-warming stories of people 

reaching out with compassion and love to help 

strangers in distress on that chaotic day and for 

many days that followed.   Perhaps reaching out 

to others with love is our greatest hope for our 

world and for our future.  Perhaps that was God 

on 9-11 giving people the desire and strength to 

act with love in the face of hate, terror, and dev-

astation.  May God’s grace be with us all.   

 

Amen.  

(Continued from page 7) 

Happy 65th Birthday 

 

Peter Wall 

Return to Table of Contents  
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INTRODUCING: 

 

 

CHOIR NEWS  

 

SHARON MILLAR 

 

I am very pleased to be 

joining the choir after 

so many years of enjoy-

ing the music at the Ca-

thedral from within the 

congregation.  Music, 

both inside and outside 

the context of the Ca-

thedral, has been a central component of my up-

bringing in the Millar household.  If you know 

the other members of my family well, perhaps 

you can picture the comedic chaos of a Millar 

post-dinner dish washing sing along (more often 

than not accompanied by dance moves, wooden 

spoon microphones, and valiantly attempted 

four part harmonies).  Alternatively, you may 

not know my family at all, but you have very 

likely had the pleasure of hearing the Cathedral 

choir sing on a Sunday morning.  Perhaps then 

you too have experienced the sensation of truly 

feeling closer to God as the harmonies come 

together and the organ music swells.  For me, 

those types of moments have meant that music 

has always represented joy, togetherness and a 

feeling of home.  

 

Still, my musical training has never been fo-

cused on vocals.  Instead, I studied the flute 

from Kindergarten to grade 12 but in the last 

several years of university even flute playing 

has fallen to the wayside.  I am therefore excited 

to find myself back in Hamilton, with two par-

ents still active in the choir, and the choir as a 

whole ready to welcome me with open arms.  I 

hope that with some practice (and a great deal of 

very helpful direction from Michael) I will be 

able to help create for the congregation the same 

feelings of wonder that listening to the choir has 

always sparked in me.  

 

 

CAROLINE BLOSS 

 

I am thrilled to be sing-

ing regularly at the Ca-

thedral this year!  To be 

able to share in the music 

making of this wonderful 

place is a total pleasure.  

I have always viewed 

music as transcendent.  It 

has the ability to inspire, 

spark emotions in ways other things cannot, and 

bring people together in a community, such as 

here at Christ’s Church Cathedral.  In addition 

to singing in this wonderfully talented group of 

singers, I have a private studio in Toronto where 

I teach voice and piano, sing in Exultate Cham-

ber Singers, and perform at various places 

around the city.  

 

Thank you to the choir and to everyone in the 

congregation and on the staff for always wel-

coming me with open arms; it is truly appreciat-

ed.  I look forward to getting to know you all 

better as this year progresses! 

(Continued on page 11) 
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BRADLEY  

BARNHAM 

 

Having received my 

masters degree in 

music this June, I 

have had a good taste 

of what it means to 

sing in choir, and why people are continuously 

drawn to it.  My first real choral experience was 

only 6 years ago, at the start of my undergraduate 

degree.  I was studying piano and composition at 

Western University in London when I had my 

first choir rehearsal.  I was used to practicing pi-

ano on my own, or writing music in a quiet 

space, again on my own.  Besides a handful of 

recitals, music-making was a lonely prac-

tice.  But choir was different; it relied on a col-

lection of voices, a community, a family of 

sorts.  And so when we started singing in that 

rehearsal, something changed in me, and I quick-

ly formed an unwavering passion for choral mu-

sic.  Six years later and I am still just as obsessed 

with choir, or perhaps even more.   

 

Since then I have sung in many different ensem-

bles, community choirs, church choirs, university 

and professional choirs…and in every experience 

I look for the same values, all of which are abun-

dantly found within the walls of Christ’s Church 

Cathedral:  inclusive, welcoming, thoughtful, 

artful, passionate, compassionate, enthusiastic, 

open, hard-working, loving.   

 

This list could go on endlessly, but my point is 

that Christ’s Church Cathedral embodies the ele-

ments that I look for in community music, and 

they embody what it means to have a deep care 

for the traditions of choral music.  I am fortunate 

to be here.    

 

 

 

JEREMY LUDWIG 

 

After a couple of years 

of spending most Sun-

day mornings sitting in 

the pews with my wife 

Julie (and more recently, 

our son Isaac), I'm de-

lighted to be joining the 

Cathedral Choir as a 

regular member. 

 

I'm one of those brave souls who have chosen to 

make music their profession.  In addition to per-

forming as a professional soloist in concert, recit-

al, oratorio and opera, I teach singing lessons 

from home. 

 

I was a bit of a music late-bloomer, only begin-

ning formal music lessons in my teens and then 

starting my vocal training in my early twenties.  I 

then went on to complete a BMus at Western 

University and a MMus at U of T. 

 

In my musical journeys over the years, I have 

had the pleasure of singing in a number of fine 

choirs, and it's great to get back to it after a few 

years away from regular choral singing.  It's a 

nice change of pace to step out of the limelight 

and be one voice in a larger unified whole.  

 

(CHOIR NEWS continued from page 10) 
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Happy 65th  

Wedding Anniversary 

 

Joan & Bill Gilvear 

 

 

Development Plan Update 
 
 

The Cathedral Place Revitalization Plans continue afoot:  over the summer environmental and geotech-

nical bore holes were drilled in the parking lot; heritage consultants were engaged in a heritage assess-

ment of the property and buildings; meetings were held between the planning department of the City and 

representatives of the developer, the Cathedral, and the Diocese; the developers and architects are com-

pleting their due diligence phase and finalizing a second pro forma for agreement with the Diocese;  and 

a series of meetings began with stakeholders in the building on interior planning. 

 

The Dean hopes to share exciting news at a special Cathedral Town Hall meeting being planned for Sun-

day, November 13 following the 10:30 liturgy.■ 

 

Return to Table of Contents  
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NOW WHAT? 
 

Find purpose in  

retirement 
 

by John Bradley 

 WARDEN’S WORLD  

In June I took the plunge and retired after a 

nearly thirty year career in education.  During 

my career I taught Grades 1 to 12 (13 even 

when it existed).  Subjects taught included 

Reading, Writing, Math, Music, Science, Busi-

ness Studies, Law, English as a Second Lan-

guage, Special Education, History, Geography, 

and even Art.  (If you’ve seen me try to draw, 

you will recognize how laughable the last one 

is!)  For the last 14 years I had the honour of 

working in a leadership capacity as a Vice-

Principal and Principal.  Outside the classroom I 

held leadership positions in the Ontario Busi-

ness Educators’ Association, the Elementary 

Teachers Federation of Ontario, and the Ontario 

Principals’ Council.  It was a busy but very re-

warding career.  Now what? 

 

Sure Lori-Lyn and I love to spend time at the 

cottage and travel the world, but those two ac-

tivities are not going to fill 52 weeks a year for 

what will hopefully be a long retirement.  What 

are we going to do to fill our days and bring a 

sense of fulfillment and purpose to our retire-

ment years? 

 

When I look around Christ’s Church Cathedral, 

I think you will agree that most of us who attend 

church on Sundays are retired, or very close to 

being retired.  Surely the answer of what to do 

with my new abundance of time can be found 

amongst my fellow parishioners. 

 

A little research and discussion with others has 

opened up to me a wealth of opportunities to 

serve and give back to the church and communi-

ty I love.  There is the Meal Ticket distribution 

on Tuesday mornings, “Brass-Monkeys” once a 

month, gardening on Fridays, a whole raft of 

opportunities on Sundays (including the choir), 

and many other areas where the experience and 

knowledge we gained during our careers can be 

put into very good use. 

 

I remember hearing a theology professor talking 

about how the church has it all wrong when it 

comes to age.  We encourage young people with 

student debt, mortgages, and often young fami-

lies into the ministry of the church and para-

church organizations.  Instead, he suggested that 

we should start harnessing the energy and expe-

rience of those who are recently retired.  We are 

usually debt free, established in our relation-

ships, and bring knowledge and skills developed 

over a long career. 

 

I will continue to serve as a Warden, Server, and 

Chair of the Daycare Board but will be explor-

ing other options where I can gift my time.  

What about you?  Are you retired?  Nearly re-

tired?  What ministries will you consider this 

fall season?  ■ 

Return to Table of Contents  



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat  

9 

Harvest Thanks-

giving & Blessing 

of the Animals  
 

Holy Eucharist  

8:30  
 

Choral Eucharist 

10:30  

10 

Cathedral Place 

Closed for  

Thanksgiving 

Holiday 

11 

Holy Eucharist 

7:30 am  
 

Meal Tickets  

9:30 -11:00  
 

Endowment 

Committee 

5:30pm  

13 

Holy Eucharist 

12:15  
 

Prayer Shawl 

Knitting 1 -3 
 

 

13 

Holy Eucharist 

12:15  
 

Cathedral Choir  

Rehearsal 7:30  

14 

James St. North 

Art Crawl  

7-11 pm  
 

Cathedral  

Open 7 -11 pm  

15 

Movement 

9:30am - 3:30pm 

 

16  

Holy Eucharist  

8:30  
 

Choral Eucharist 

10:30  

 

Order of Niagara  

4:00  

17  

Holy Eucharist 

12:15  
 

Bishopõs  

Company  

Dinner at  

Michelangelo's  

18  

Holy Eucharist 

7:30 am  
 

Meal Tickets  

9:30 -11:00  
 

 

19  

Holy Eucharist 

12:15  
 

Prayer Shawl 

Knitting 1 -3 

 

 

20  

Brass Monkeys 

9-12  
 

Holy Eucharist 

12:15  
 

Cathedral Choir  

Rehearsal 7:30  

21  

 

 

22  

 

23  

Holy Eucharist  

8:30  
 

Choral Eucharist 

10:30  

 

 

24  

Holy Eucharist 

12:15  

25  

Holy Eucharist 

7:30 am   
 

Meal Tickets  

9 :30 -11:00  

26  

Holy Eucharist 

12:15 followed 

by Harvest 

Lunch in Myler 

Hall  
 

Prayer Shawl 

Knitting 1 -3 

27  

Holy Eucharist 

12:15  
 

Cathedral Choir  

Rehearsal 7:30  

28  

 

29  

 

30  

Holy Eucharist  

8:30  
 

Choral Eucharist 

10:30  

Guest Preacher:  

The Rev. Canon 

Dr. Judy Rois  

31  

Holy Eucharist 

12:15  

November 1 

Holy Eucharist 

7:30 am  
 

Meal Tickets  

9 :30 -11:00  

2 

Holy Eucharist 

12:15  
 

Prayer Shawl 

Knitting 1 -3 

3 

Holy Eucharist 

12:15  
 

Cathedral Choir  

Rehearsal 7:30  

4 

 

5 

Diocesan  

Synod  

6 

Feast of All Saints  

Holy Eucharist  

8:30  
 

Choral Eucharist 

& Holy  Baptism 

10:30  

 

Feast of All  Souls 

Requiem 4pm  

7 

Holy Eucharist 

12:15  

 

Outreach/

Parish Life  

5:30  pm  

 

8 

Holy Eucharist 

7:30 am  

 

Meal Tickets  

9 :30 -11:00  

9 

Holy Eucharist 

12:15  
 

Prayer Shawl 

Knitting 1 -3 

10  

Holy Eucharist 

12:15  
 

Cathedral Choir  

Rehearsal 7:30  

11  

James St. North 

Art Crawl  

7-11 pm  
 

Cathedral  Open 

7-11 pm  
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October/November 2016 
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November/December 2016 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat  

13  

Holy Eucharist  

8:30  
 

Choral Eucharist 

10:30 followed by 

Town Hall meeting  

 

 

14  

Holy Eucharist 

12:15  

15  

Holy Eucharist 

7:30 am  
 

Meal Tickets  

9 :30 -11:00  

16  

Holy Eucharist 

12:15  
 

Prayer Shawl 

Knitting 1 -3 

17  

Brass  

Monkeys 9 -11  
 

Holy Eucharist 

12:15  
 

Cathedral 

Place Property 

Management 

6:00 pm  
 

Cathedral  

Choir  
Rehearsal 7:30  

18  

 

 

19  

20  

Holy Eucharist  

8:30  

 

Choral Eucharist 

10:30  

 

Living the Questions  

Study Program  

12:15 -1:45 pm  

21  

Holy Eucharist 

12:15  

22  

Holy Eucharist 

7:30 am   
 

Meal Tickets  

9 :30 -11:00  

23  

Holy Eucharist 

12:15  
 

Prayer Shawl 

Knitting 1 -3 

24  

Holy Eucharist 

12:15  
 

Cathedral 

Choir  

Rehearsal 7:30  

25  

 

26  

27  

Holy Eucharist  

8:30  

Choral Eucharist 

10:30  

Guest Preacher:   

The Right Rev. Terry 

Dance 
 

Living the Questions  

Study Program  

12:15 -1:45 pm  
 

Advent Procession 

4:00 pm  

 

28  

Holy Eucharist 

12:15  

 

 

29  

Holy Eucharist 

7:30 am   
 

Meal Tickets  

9 :30 -11:00  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

30  

Holy Eucharist 

12:15  
 

Prayer Shawl 

Knitting 1 -3 
 

Ordination 7pm  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December  1 

Holy Eucharist 

12:15  
 

Aids Vigil 7 pm  
 

Cathedral 

Choir  

Rehearsal 7:30  

2 

Holiday  

Makerõs  

Market  

5:00 -9:00 pm  

3 

Holiday  

Makerõs Market  

10:00am -

5:00pm  

4 

Holy Eucharist  

8:30  
 

Choral Eucharist 

10:30  
 

Living the Questions  

Study Program  

12:15 -1:45 pm  

5 

Holy Eucharist 

12:15  

 

 

6 

Holy Eucharist 

7:30 am  
 

Meal Tickets  

9 :30 -11:00  

7 

Holy Eucharist 

12:15  
 

Prayer Shawl 

Knitting 1 -3 

8 

Holy Eucharist 

12:15  
 

Cathedral 

Choir  

Rehearsal 7:30  

9 

James St. North 

Art Crawl  

7-11 pm  
 

Cathedral Open 

7-11 pm  

10  

Messengers of Peace Exhibit  

Return to Table of Contents  
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BACK IN FULL SWING 

 

Creative opportunities 

 

by Helen Snow 

CHURCH SCHOOL 

The leaves are turning colour, bright yellow 

school buses can be seen around Hamilton much 

more frequently, and the weather is (slowly) 

getting cooler.  These little signs can only mean 

one thing, that Fall has begun!  And while kids 

are back to school during the weekdays, Church 

School at the Cathedral is also back into full 

swing. 

 

For those who don’t know, Church School is a 

place where children aged 4-12 have the oppor-

tunity to have Christian education each week 

during the 10:30 Sunday morning service.  Kids 

come with me to the Toddler Room (adjacent to 

Myler Hall) where they learn weekly Bible sto-

ries similar to those in the service.  During their 

time in Church School, crafts, games, toys, and 

books are available to aid their learning and 

Christian experience.  We also have facilities for 

parents of young chil-

dren (under 4) to come 

and make use of the 

change table and toddler 

toys. 

 

This fall, the children in 

the Cathedral Church 

School have been learn-

ing Bible lessons 

through story-based 

learning.  This means 

that they get to listen to 

the same Bible story 

that the adults listen to in the service, with the 

addition of fun crafts, pictures, and activities 

designed for children.  They learn how the Bible 

is important to not just life on Sundays, but eve-

ryday life as well.  The lessons learned during 

weekly Church School sessions can be brought 

with them into their lives.  (It also probably 

helps that they get to bring a fun craft home as 

well – you can learn the Word of God with cray-

ons and markers just as well as with a sermon!) 

 

One thing I would like to achieve as Church 

School Coordinator this fall is to give the chil-

dren in the parish the chance to express them-

selves creatively in a way for all parishioners at 

the Cathedral to see.  That is why those visiting 

the Cathedral will soon see more crafts and art 

made by the children around the church.  The 

children create wonderful crafts each week for 

themselves, and it is 

time for everyone at 

the Cathedral to see 

what they do best! 

 

If you know any chil-

dren or families in-

terested in Church 

School who would 

like to learn more, 

come find me after 

the 10:30 am service 

and say hello!  

Return to Table of Contents  
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SOME WELCOME  
 

Some are lessons 

 

by Francean Campbell-Rich 

HOLY MOMENTS 

I told about a holy moment here, in these lines, 

not so long ago:  the woman on the hilltop on the 

ancient island of Ibiza.  I passed her on the path.  

When I turned to watch her, she was gone. 
 

How many of you remember “The Queen” – a 

documentary film really – certainly not fiction – 

the great Helen Mirren as Her Majesty Queen 

Elizabeth when the death of Princess Diana 

brought out the best and the worst of her people.  

The Queen was given a rough time by the press 

and by some politicians.  Unsure of how to react, 

she retreated to Balmoral and the solitude of the 

countryside - to lie down in green pastures. 
 

I stumbled on a rerun of the film late one night 

recently.  I held my breath as the Moment ar-

rived:  the stag, and the transfigured revelation of 

our Queen.  It was holy. 
 

The closing ceremonies of the Paralympics in Rio 

– an unlikely time and place; dim space, thou-

sands of silent, waiting witnesses.  A small per-

son in white, clearly disabled, makes her way, 

alone, across the vast stadium, bearing a torch.  

She trips and falls, struggles to her feet, a figure 

in black appearing from nowhere to her side.  

The crowd rises to thunderous applause.  Yes, 

holy. 
 

Not all moments are welcome; some are lessons, 

urgent to be learned; never to be forgotten.  

When I was about six, I found a robin’s nest in an 

apple tree. Four blue eggs therein.  I took the 

eggs and ran with them to show them to my sis-

ter.  When I opened my hand, the eggs were 

crushed.  My sister dunked my head in the rain 

barrel.  That moment taught me something holy. 
 

Do they happen often, those moments?  Probably 

more often than we know, perhaps more to be 

recalled and pondered. 
 

There was a young woman who found a wallet 

with several hundred dollars in it, no identifica-

tion in it, but the girl didn’t try very hard.  She 

had been extravagant and was broke.  As time 

went by she regretted her behaviour, felt guilty, 

haunted, and didn’t like herself much.  The feel-

ing hung on…Some years later, the girl found a 

wallet again, in a telephone booth.  A tiny bit of 

paper was a clue – a working district of the city. 

She called and was directed.  She could stop off 

there on her way to work.  She arrived and was 

greeted by a whole family of immigrants lined up 

to receive her.  “It had the money for our next 

month’s expenses” said the smiling man, relieved 

and grateful. 
 

It was not immediate, but it came:  the Holy Mo-

ment when she knew she had been forgiven.  I 

shall live in the house of the Lord forever. 
 

Thanks be to God.  

Return to Table of Contents  
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VIOLENCE DIVINE  

Overcoming the Bible’s Betrayal of  

Its Non-Violent God 
A "Living the Questions" Video &  

Reading Based Discussion Program 

with Canon Bill Thomas 

 

Sundays 12:15 - 1:45 pm 

Part 1:   Nov 20 - Dec 18 

    Part 2:  Jan 08 - Jan 29 

 
Is the only path to shalom (peace) through a valley of capricious divine bloodshed? 

 

One of the world’s foremost historical Jesus scholars helps the church and its alumni/ae rise above the 

greatest of Christian treasons: that everlasting peace can only be achieved through the onslaught of di-

vine violence. 

 

Filmed before a live audience in a workshop setting, professor and author John Dominic Crossan sum-

marizes the essence of his bestselling HOW TO READ THE BIBLE & STILL BE A CHRISTIAN: 

Struggling with Divine Violence from Genesis Through Revelation and shows the way forward for those 

seeking an authentic Christianity for the 21st century. 

 

Violence Divine is an eight-session DVD-based program. The basic format for each 1 – 1.5 hour session 

includes chapter breaks and discussion questions related to each 40-minute video segment. 

 

SESSION TOPICS 

 
Nov 20 - Introduction,  Resources, Bible Study 101 

Nov 27 - An Epic Matrix 

Dec 04 - Sin and Escalatory Violence 

Dec 11 - The Heart of the Torah 

Dec 18 - Deuteronomy Rules 

Jan 08 -  Undecided Justice 

Jan 15 -  Not, not, not, not, not, NOT the End of the World 

Jan 22 -  The “Violentization” of Jesus 

Jan 29 -  Overcoming the Bible’s Betrayal of Its Non-Violent God  

 

John Dominic Crossan:  Professor Emeritus of Biblical Studies at De Paul University, John Domi-

nic Crossan is generally acknowledged to be the premier historical Jesus scholar in the world. He has 

written twenty books including Jesus: A Revolutionary Biography, Who Killed Jesus? and The Birth of 

Christianity.  A Roman Catholic monk for nineteen years and a priest for twelve years, Crossan is a for-

mer co-chair of the Jesus Seminar and chair of the Historical Jesus Section of the Society of Biblical Lit-

erature.  

Return to Table of Contents  
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QUIZ TIME 

 

How well do you know your Cathedral?  

 

Here’s the 3rd in a series of quizzes that will test your knowledge of the Cathedral. 

Thank you to Sandy Darling and John Watts for the questions and answers.  

 

 

People 

 
1. There are relatively few images of figures from the Hebrew Bible.  Where can you find images of 

Moses?  (multiple points) 

2. Where can you find John the Baptist and family members?  (up to 3 points) 

3. Where did there used to be a window depicting John the Baptist?  (1 point) 

4. Where can you see Jesus ministering to children?  (multiple points) 

5. Where can you find St Peter?  (multiple points) 

6. Where can you find St Paul?  (multiple points) 

7. How many depictions are there of Mary, Mother of Jesus, in windows?  (multiple points) 

 

Living creatures 

 

1. How many pelicans are depicted?  (multiple points) 

2. How many images of dogs are there?  (multiple points) 

3. Where can you find a snail and a mouse?  (2 points total) 

(See Page 27 for answers) 

 

JIM’S HAIKU 

 

 

 

 

 

 

by Jim Newman 

Prayers of the people 

With supplications rising 

Often formally 

  

Ye of little faith 

While storms of life are raging 

He walks on water 

The preaching excels 

The ministries serve many 

Still pews are empty 

  

Stewardship blossoms 

Peaks then inevitably 

Must build once again 
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FINANCIAL UPDATE 

 

FALL SNAPSHOT 
 

A little extra goes a long 

way 
 

by Corporation 

Pretty soon we’ll be issuing final statements for 

the year.  We ask, as always, that you take a few 

minutes to review your statement in detail.   

 

Some of you have requested that all donations 

be attributed to your household vs the individual 

donor, others have specific designations for do-

nations, and sometimes (although we hope not 

too often) errors do occur.  These are usually 

easy fixes and better to get them done now than 

when tax receipts are issued. 

 

We also recommend that you review your giv-

ings to date in line with your intention for the 

whole year.  As you can see from the financial 

report below, we are almost $21,000 under plan 

in Parishioner Givings.  A little extra goes a 

long way!  Please do what you can!  

 

 

 Sept 2016 
Budget to Sept 

2016 

Variance to  

Budget 
Sept 2015 

Variance over 

2015 

Income      

Parishioner Givings $208,114 $229,043 -$20,929 $206,685 $1,429 

Special Offerings $13,500 $16,367 -$2,867 $32,616 -$19,116 

Endowments $85,770 $85,770 $0 $86,175 -$405 

Other $21,884 $22,425 -$541 $21,172 $712 

Total Income $329,269 $353,605 -$24,336 $346,648 -$17,379 

Expenses      

Salaries $214,147 $217,487 -$3,340 $208,345 $5,802 

Property $75,442 $78,604 -$3,162 $94,204 -$18,763 

Administration $57,542 $66,052 -$8,510 $57,561 -$19 

Total Expense $347,130 $362,143 -$15,013 $360,111 -$12,980 

Net Income -$17,861 -$8,538 -$9,324 -$13,463 -$4,399 

Return to Table of Contents  
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SR. MARGUERITE EAMON 

 

Dolly Parton and  

conversation 

3...2...1...CONTACT 

1. What is your idea of a perfect day?  

 

My idea of a perfect day is to enjoy with 

friends a long walk, face to face conversation, 

and a home cooked meal, all without the pres-

ence of mobile devices.  Then, I would finish 

off with an early night and a good book to 

read. 

 

2. Why did you choose the Cathedral as your 

spiritual home?  

 

My first contact with the Cathedral came 

when I joined the Community of the Sisters 

of the Church in Oakville in 1977 back when 

Jo Fricker was Dean.  Tuesdays were very 

full.  Along with another member of the novi-

tiate, I ran a mother and toddler group in the 

morning.  In the afternoons, we canvassed the 

neighbourhood door-to-door on behalf of the 

Cathedral.  We had supper with our Sisters on 

Emerald Street and then returned to the Ca-

thedral to lead a Bible study.  Soon after I be-

came a novice, we were out one afternoon in 

our habits.  The neighbourhood was similar to 

now and I remember being chased off a ve-

randah by a gentleman with a broom saying, 

“You’re not a Catholic”.  My contact with the 

Cathedral was very sporadic after I went to 

England in 1980.  When I returned in 2003 to 

be Provincial in Canada, I often found myself 

representing the Community at ordinations, 

confirmations, and Order of Niagara services.  

 

Innovative liturgy, thought-provoking ser-

mons, and engaging adult education courses 

have continued to make the Cathedral a spir-

itual home.  As the years have gone by, it is 

good to feel part of the family here.  I feel 

privileged to be part of the Altar Guild.  

 

3. What is the one thing that you most look for-

ward to at the Cathedral?  

 

The one thing I most look forward to is the 

Tuesday morning eucharist.  

 

4. If you could change one thing at the Cathe-

dral, what would it be?  

 

I would like to see improved facilities for af-

ter service refreshments in the narthex. 

 

5. Which living person do you most admire?  

 

The living person I most admire is my grade 

school teacher, Betty Carroll.  Betty inculcat-

ed a love of grammar and spelling, inspired a 

love of learning through reading of books and 

(Continued on page 24) 
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1. What is your idea of a perfect day? 

 

For me, the perfect day is a crisp, sunny one 

in early fall, preferably in Muskoka.  A love-

ly sleep-in under a cozy blanket followed by 

a jaunt to Algonquin Park to revel in the 

rocks, water, and glorious autumn leaves, 

and finishing up with a good book in front of 

a crackling fire—bliss!  

  

2. Why did you choose the Cathedral as your 

spiritual home? 

 

I was attracted to the Cathedral by the re-

newed liturgy, the wonderful music, and the 

many and varied excellent preachers.  I 

found a place that reflects my values of hos-

pitality and welcoming inclusion of all 

God’s children. 

    

3. What is the one thing that you most look 

forward to at the Cathedral?  

 

I’m looking forward to seeing the imple-

mentation of the Revitalization plans—the 

refreshed and more accessible Cathedral, the 

new purpose-built area for the Jamesville 

Children’s Centre, and the more functional 

office and meeting spaces (and maybe even 

some re-organized storage space for vest-

ments, linens and “holy hardware”). 

  

4. If you could change one thing at the Cathe-

dral, what would it be?  

 

If I could change one thing, I would have us 

worship “in the round” more of the time.  

And if I could have a second, related wish, it 

would be for furniture that would be more 

comfortable and easier to shift. 

 

5. Which living person do you most admire? 

 

No question—Desmond Tutu - his amazing 

hope and faith and his courage in putting his 

faith into action in speaking and working to 

declare God’s love to all people. 

  

6. What would be your desert island pick for a 

book, a piece of music and food? 

 

For a book, I would have Lord of the Rings.  

I re-read it every few years and always find 

something new to renew my faith. 

 

And as a trilogy is only a small stretch, my 

music would be Missae Gaia—a mass set-

ting by the Paul Winter Consort originally 

written for the Cathedral of St. John the Di-

(Continued on page 24) 

3...2...1...CONTACT 

 
SR. HEATHER  

BROADWELL 
 

Lord of the Rings and 

a single malt 
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was a role model.  She cared for her parents 

until their deaths, was a faithful friend to 

those with whom she taught, taught genera-

tions of students with interest and concern for 

the individual, and became the first school 

librarian in my home town.  She fostered my 

love of history (my first degree at U of T) and 

inspired a love of books (my second degree 

was in Library Science).  She remains a per-

son still interested and concerned for the 

world and the people in it at the age of 100! 

6. What would be your desert island pick for a 

book, a piece of music and food?  

Many people know my favourite genre is sci-

ence fiction/fantasy so I considered works by 

Terry Goodkind and S.M. Stirling but decided 

on something totally other - Howard’s End is 

on the Landing by Susan Hill.  Serendipity in 

reading is sometimes as enjoyable as old fa-

vourites.  

When it comes to music, I thought about 

Widor’s Toccata or something by Segovia but 

finally decided on Dolly Parton singing Nine 

to Five.   

For food:  Homemade chickpea curry (minus 

tomatoes) and naan bread. 

7. Where would your dream vacation spot be?  

Dream vacation spot would be the Solomon 

Islands –the sea temperature is between 28 

and 30 degrees Celsius.  Having grown up on 

the St Lawrence River where, whenever you 

went in the water, you went in very gradually 

to get acclimatized before taking the plunge, 

being able to walk straight into the water is 

my idea of heaven!  

 

(Sr. Marguerite Eamon Continued from page 22) 

vine in New York City.  It was written to 

honour all of God’s creation and includes 

wolf and whale and harp seal songs, all in a 

setting of wonderful, cool jazz. 

 

I can’t really single out any one food, but 

that wouldn’t matter as long as it was ac-

companied by a single malt! 

  

7. Where would your dream vacation spot be? 

 

I would love to be able to visit Uluru again.  

Sr. Margaret and I spent a brief time there 

when we were in Australia some years ago 

and, of course, the first trip just showed  us 

how to do it right.  I would make my ar-

rangements through one of the Aboriginal 

travel companies and would spend a whole 

lot more time meeting the people, exploring 

the Aboriginal culture, and experience the 

sacred “Red Centre”.   
 

 

 

Ride for Refuge Gang 

Peter Wall, Matthew Griffin, Leslie Gerlofs, 

Bill Mous, and Mary Anne Grant 

(Sr. Heather Broadwell Continued from page 23) 
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Marianne Reim 

 

Born in Germany, Marianne has lived in Canada 

since 1967.  She received her degree in Art and 

Art History from McMaster University, Hamilton, 

Ontario and resides in St. Catharines, Ontario. 
 

Marianne has been exhibiting nationally and inter-

nationally in Canada, USA, South American, Eu-

rope, Asia and Australia.  She has received nu-

merous Awards and Grants and her work can be 

found in private collections, public collections of 

Art Galleries and Sculpture parks. 
 

Her work attempts to look into the many ways 

steel can be translated to obtain a more humanistic 

metamorphosis.  Issues that concern her often 

center on the fragility and strength of humankind 

as well as spirituality.  

 

SUPERCRAWL ART 
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QUIZ ANSWERS 

 

People 
 

1. Moses:   At the top of the reredos at the north end, and on the font close to the reading room. (2 

points) 

2. John the Baptist and family members:  John the Baptist wearing skins is on the pulpit, and Elizabeth 

and Zacharius are in a window behind the font on the north side of the chancel. (3 points)   

3. Window depicting John the Baptist:  there used to be a window in the chapel where the bishop’s of-

fices are now, but the window is in storage.  (3 bonus points if you knew this arcane detail.) 

4. Jesus ministering to children:  the most northerly of the four scenes in the reredos is “Jesus minister-

ing to the people” and children appear in this.  “Suffer the little children to come unto me” is the 

south-west window in the nave.  (2 points) 

5. St Peter?  The figure holding keys and a church at the top of the reredos, the figure holding keys on 

the pulpit, and in the window on the south side that shows the Good Samaritan in the left-hand panel 

– Peter is in the bottom right kneeling in front of Jesus.  In the reredos the scene of Thomas kneeling 

before Jesus must include Peter, because there were eleven figures in addition to Jesus.  In the scene 

in the reredos of Jesus appearing by the lake after the resurrection probably includes Peter as one of 

the two people holding a fishing net.  St Andrew is often portrayed holding a net and so it is probable 

that the second person is Peter.  (5 points) 

6. St Paul:  The figure holding a sword at the top of the reredos and the figure with a sword on the pul-

pit.  (I have been told that Paul is normally portrayed as being bald, but one of these depictions has 

him with a full head of hair.)  (2 points) 

7. Depictions of Mary, Mother of Jesus, in windows:  visit of the kings in the east window; Sistine Ma-

donna in north ambulatory; twice in the modern window of the chancel in Nativity and Crucifixion; 

visit of the kings above the organ console; twice in the Annunciation window next to the reading 

room; four times in what I call the “Young Jesus” window on the north wall; and once in the Niagara 

Room.  (12 points)  (There are other windows that might be confusing.  Jesus and Mary Magdalene 

on Easter morning are depicted in a north window and one in the Niagara Room.  In the Empty 

Tomb window above the staircase leading to the school house there are three women.  Three are 

named in Mark 16: 1 – Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome.  In Luke 24: 10 

Joanna, rather than Salome, is named as the third woman.) 

 

Living creatures 

 

1. Pelicans:  2 in the ceiling of the nave, 2 on the communion rail (back and front), one on the kneelers 

in front of the communion rail, and one in east window.  (6 points) 

2. Dogs:  One in the back row of the chancel stalls near the bishop’s seat (cathedra) and one in south-

east window of the nave barking up the (wrong?) tree.  (I have not been able to find any significance 

in Christian symbols to a dog.)  (2 points) 

3. Snail and a mouse:  on the front of the narrow shelf of the reredos behind the altar.  (2 points) 
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Dean of Niagara and Rector of the Cathedral 

The Very Rev. Peter A. Wall 

905-527-1316 Ext. 210 

peter.wall@niagaraanglican.ca 

 

Pastoral Assistant to the Dean: The Rt. Rev. D. Ralph Spence 

905-527-1316 Ext. 250 

 

Assistant Priest:  The Rev. Canon Dr. Sharyn Hall 

905-527-1316 Ext. 250 

 

Parish Administrator: Alison Meredith 

905-527-1316 Ext. 240 

alison.meredith@niagaraanglican.ca 

 

Director of Music Ministries: Michael Bloss 

905-527-1316 Ext. 220 

michael.bloss@niagaraanglican.ca 

 
Sunday School Coordinator 

Helen Snow 905-527-1316 

 
Envelope Secretary 

George Down 905-527-1316 

 

Contact Editors 

Anne Harvey & Paula Esteves 

905-527-1316 
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