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FROM THE EDITOR 

A friend recently set a challenge before me that 

I thought was crazy.  It was the kind of endeav-

our that is way beyond my comfort zone and 

abilities.  Really!  I thought.  I can't do that, but 

after much soul searching I finally came to the 

realization that I needed to stretch and push my-

self.  I’m not a very competitive person but 

there’s nothing wrong with a little healthy com-

petition with oneself.  Maybe I could do it.  A 

person’s reach should exceed their grasp and all 

that…So I sat down and set some goals for my-

self and mapped out how I was going to accom-

plish the task before me.  Doing a little bit at a 

time is going to lead to the results I’m striving 

for (I hope!).   

 

That exercise got me to thinking about some of 

the challenges we have before us at the Cathe-

dral:  meeting the needs of our community both 

without and within, long term sustainability, 

care of a heritage building, nurturing relation-

ships, stretching our minds, growing in faith.  

Seems rather overwhelming doesn’t it?  But 

again, small steps will add up to something sub-

stantial in the long run.  We’re well on our way 

with the development review that is ongoing.  

Our outreach programs attract committed volun-

teers and appreciative participants.  Another 

thought provoking Christian education session is 

ready to begin this month and we finally got the 

lights changed in the Sanctuary!  It all adds up. 

 

I wanted to bring to your attention a program I 

have learned about that challenges us all and 

particularly our young people to consider sup-

porting.  The Anglican Foundation of Canada 

has partnered with Hope Air www.hopeair.ca to  

help make air travel possible for young people 

and children in need of medical care.  Hope Air 

is dedicated to arranging free air travel for Ca-

nadians who are in financial need and require 

medical care outside their communities.  The 

Anglican Foundation is encouraging youth 

groups to collect donations to pay for one flight 

(approximately $250.00) which will be sent on 

to Hope Air when a child needs air travel.  Our 

population of young people at the Cathedral is 

small but perhaps we could encourage our chil-

dren and grandchildren, whom we don’t see all 

the time, to consider putting a toonie from their 

allowance aside for this worthwhile program.  

There will be literature available at the Cathe-

dral if you would like to read more about it. 

 

We hope you enjoy this issue of Contact.  

There’s a lot to be thankful for and we are al-

ways especially thankful for our contributors.  

Happy Thanksgiving from us both!   

 

CHALLENGES 
 

Small Steps Add Up 

 
by Anne Harvey 

Return to Table of Contents 
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WHY I’M GRATEFUL 
 

A Christian in the 21st 

Century 

by Peter Wall † 

PETER’S PERSPECTIVE 

It is Thanksgiving – that time of year when we 

often get the best part of our summer, when the 

abundance of the harvest is so plentifully appar-

ent, and when we experience some of the best 

that our local communities can offer—fall fairs, 

street festivals, Supercrawl, and so many others. 

 

The editors of CONTACT challenged me to 

write about my own personal gratitude in being 

a Christian in the 21st century.  Complex and yet 

rewarding reflections followed; some pretty in-

teresting moments of identification and contem-

plation ensued as I, over the course of many 

days and several weeks, thought about this ra-

ther daunting assignment.  Because I have a par-

ticular perspective as a person of faith as well as 

an ordained person as well as an employee of a 

Christian organization, my reasons for being 

thankful will spill from one aspect of my life to 

another, but I will try to contextualize as much 

as possible.  So, here goes:  (this is in no partic-

ular order!) 

 

Reasons Why I am Grateful to be a Christian: 

 

1. I know that God loves me, with all my 

faults and failings, sins and shortcom-

ings.  I know this because I feel it – each 

and every day.  Despite sometimes feel-

ing lonely and isolated and even forgot-

ten, I know that the God who created me 

loves and cares for me more than I can 

ever know. 

 

2. I am invited, as I wish, to be part of a 

worshipping community which wel-

comes me, involves me, and embraces 

me. 

 

3. I have the privilege of living as a person 

of the book.  No matter how daunting or 

comforting; confusing or uplifting; chal-

lenging or engrossing, the Bible is part 

of my life – always needing to be 

plumbed, understood, worked at, investi-

gated, and discovered.  Always new and, 

at the same time, familiar - a true friend 

who walks with me on life’s journey. 

 

4. I have the enormous good fortune of 

spending a lot of time with a multi-

generational family – young and old, all 

the time.  The wisdom of the aged and 

the freshness of youth – how lucky am I. 

 

5. Given that the Christian life is always 

one lived out in community, never in 

solitude, I am invited into others’ lives, 

in ways that are authentic and deeply 

meaningful. 

 

6. It is a blessing, as a Christian, to be chal-

lenged constantly to see external reality 

through the lens of faith – whether it is 

local politics, international struggles, 

governmental legislation, the way our 

society deals with the poor and op-

(Continued on page 5) 
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pressed, or just the way we live with 

neighbours – all of these things have an 

‘overlay’ – one which is imbued with 

love, acceptance, forgiveness, and integ-

rity. 

 

7. I get to laugh – just as Sarah laughed 

when God told her that she was going to 

bear a child, and just as Jesus upbraided 

his mother about the wine at the wedding 

in Cana, laughter is one of God’s great 

gifts as well – laughter of joy and re-

lease, laughter at absurdity and silliness, 

laughter as a child of God. 

 

8. I am given the enormous privilege of 

walking with people through life’s dark-

est days, and through life’s most joyous 

days.  One of the great gifts of ministry 

is being part of life’s most significant 

moments – baptism, weddings, funerals, 

and also the pastoral moments which 

accompany great celebration and great 

lamentation. 

 

9. Being a Christian means that I partici-

pate in Christian events, and get to par-

ticipate regularly in the great mystery of 

love we call the eucharist.  When I am 

part of eucharist, I am aware that I am 

connected with the whole Church, and 

with all of the hosts of heaven.  Now, 

that is something for which to be bound-

lessly grateful! 

 

10. I get to live a life rooted in and surround-

ed by prayer – every day! 

 

Because I follow a generous God – a God 

who gave me His only child, and through 

that amazing gift gave me salvation, I am 

called to live myself, and to call others to 

live, a life of generosity.  Generosity of atti-

tude and outlook; generosity of spirit and 

joy; generosity of time, talent, and treasure; 

generosity of love!  For that, and so much 

more, I am enormously grateful and, I hope, 

generous!< 
 

(Continued from page 4) 

 

 

The Cathedral had the privilege of hosting, along with St. Luke’s Burlington, over  

100 delegates to the Vergers Guild Annual Conference on Sunday, September 28th.   

Return to Table of Contents 
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THE FEAST OF THE 

TABERNACLES 
 

We are God’s labourers 

 

by Sharyn Hall† 

THE JOY OF THE HARVEST 

Harvest Thanksgiving in our region of North 

America is a festival of apples and pumpkins 

and roasted turkey.  For generations, Canadians 

and Americans were dependent on the land for 

food.  The outcome of the harvest determined 

survival.  The bounty of the harvest was cele-

brated by bringing samples of the fall crops to 

decorate the local churches. 

 

In the small town in southern Ontario where I 

grew up, many of the parishioners of our histor-

ic church were farmers who generously brought 

fruit and vegetables to decorate the church for 

the Harvest Festival.  It was and is one of my 

favourite religious festivals.  Thanksgiving al-

ways has been connected to the land and all 

God’s creation.  

 

The ancient Hebrew people believed the land 

was a gift from God, and whatever the land 

yielded as food and foliage was a blessing from 

God.  At the time of the harvest, there was a 

great festival called the Feast of Tabernacles, 

which lasted for seven days.  

 

Families travelled long distances to Jerusalem to 

pray in the Holy Temple and to offer a symbol 

of their harvest to God.  Outside the city, they 

built huts made of bulrushes or tree branches 

and covered them with palm leaves or twigs of 

myrtle.  These fragile huts or booths were re-

minders of the dwellings the Hebrew people 

made in the desert when they wandered for forty 

years after the exile from Egypt.  The roofs of 

these dwellings were sufficiently open so that 

God’s heaven could be seen. 

 

The Feast of Tabernacles also was called the 

Feast of Ingathering and the booths were deco-

rated with fruit and vegetables to acknowledge 

God’s faithfulness in providing food for the peo-

ple.  During the seven days of the festival, the 

family ate their meals in the booth.  Everyday 

they read passages from the Torah, the five 

books of Moses, and they recited prayers of 

thanksgiving for God’s many blessings. 

 

At the end of the festival, a pitcher of water was 

poured over the altar of the Temple to remember 

God’s blessing of life-giving water, and to pray 

that the rains would come to water the seeds for 

the next planting season.  The Feast of Taber-

nacles became one of the most important reli-

gious festivals of the Hebrew people.  

 

Centuries later the Feast of Tabernacles is still 

celebrated by Jewish people around the world. 

Some families build temporary booths of vari-

ous materials in the backyard and decorate them 

with symbols of the harvest.  Families living in 

apartments or condominiums celebrate with dec-

orations and family feasts.  Whatever traditions 

are chosen to celebrate the festival, the central 

(Continued on page 7) 
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purpose is thanksgiving to God for food, families, 

friends, and for faith in God’s promise for the fu-

ture. 

 

As Christians we have adapted the Feast of Tab-

ernacles to our own customs and cultures.  We 

gather our grain, vegetables, fruits and foliage 

according to our regional seasons and offer our 

thanks to God for the bounty of the land.  For 

many of us, our connection to the land is our 

small gardens, or our memories of the farms of 

our parents or grandparents.  Much farmland now 

is paved with city streets and suburban develop-

ments, but there is something in our human psy-

ches which reminds us that we are tied to the 

land, so we drive out of the city to see the autumn 

colours.  We stop at a roadside booth to buy fruit 

and vegetables from a farming family.  We make 

preserves of pickles and chili sauce and grape jel-

ly.  We do all those things because something in 

our souls tells us that the good life is connected to 

God’s creation. 

 

In recent years we have been encouraged to be in 

harmony with the natural world.  We have be-

come increasingly aware of the need to care for 

the earth.  In our highly technological world, the 

fragility of the environment is revealed at every 

harvest time, as it was for the ancient people of 

the Bible.  We still need the right amount of rain, 

sunshine and rich earth to make a harvest. 

 

We have many reasons to thank our generous 

Creator God at this harvest time, but perhaps a 

blessing we overlook is our privilege to be stew-

ards of God’s land.  It can be back-aching work, 

but for our labours we often are richly rewarded, 

whether that be a few tomatoes in our backyard or 

acres of grain to share with starving people far 

away.  I encourage you to celebrate our harvest 

blessings by thinking about how you can share 

with others in this community, in our nation, or 

across the world.  We are God’s labourers, work-

ing for the well-being of all God’s people.■ 

 

 

 

 

As many know, our Director of Music Ministries, 

Michael Bloss, is also an aeroplane pilot and has 

had a long and abiding passion and love for fly-

ing!  He has worked as a flight instructor and has 

flown commercially.  Michael has accepted an 

interim position with Thunder Airlines in North-

ern Ontario and is currently flying about 20 days 

a month out of Timmins, and is here with us at 

the Cathedral for the remainder of the time.  Mi-

chael has negotiated a new schedule with the Ca-

thedral Corporation, and we are very pleased that 

David Low is able to be here when Michael is 

away.  David is a friend of the Cathedral of many 

years’ standing, and is much loved by our choir.  

Together, Michael and David are continuing the 

strong musical tradition which we all so much 

enjoy and for which we are known and appreciat-

ed in the community.  

 

Michael hopes, in the spring, to be able to contin-

ue flying for an airline closer to home!  Mean-

while, we are very pleased with the new working 

relationship with David, and wish Michael safe 

flying and driving!!  We hold Michael and David 

in our prayers.■ 

 

Passages 
 

Deaths: 

Ella Sheppard, June 16 

 

Marriages: 

Meagan Samantha Bertin &  

Stephen William Walker, June 28  
 

Nicole A. Faulkner &  

Sean David Burwell Cairnie, September 27 

 

Baptism: 

Myles Matthew Manning, June 15  

(Continued from page 6) 
 

 

NEWS! NEWS! NEWS! 
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FOR A NEW  

PERSPECTIVE 
 

A role for the Church 

 

by Francean Campbell-Rich 

CANADIANS  

Television channel CEPAC never fails to  sur-

prise me – well, rarely:  persons of distinction, 

three in a row:  two former prime ministers, Joe 

Clarke and Paul Martin, framing Ovide 

Mercredi, former Chief of First  Nations, who 

clearly has something to say early in September, 

in Ottawa. 

 

Good news is in short enough supply these days, 

weary as we are with government scandals, no 

proven vaccine yet for Ebola, climate change 

threatening our existence – if ISIS doesn’t get us 

first. But here, in Ottawa, a new movement is 

launched, more than the three above, with vision 

and experience, and a call to action. Not intent 

on changing the world, though perhaps our own 

country a little, but rather to pick up from where 

the Truth and Reconciliation is winding up – 

namely our relations with  our aboriginal peo-

ple. 

 

I had stumbled on the CEPAC show and missed 

the beginning; had to wait for a follow-up media 

report (not always forthcoming from CEPAC), 

the next day providing a short report but an im-

pressive list of members of the “non partisan, 

not for profit organization” – including the likes 

of Sheila Fraser, Bob Rae, former supreme court 

justice Frank Iacobucci, and more – united on a 

call to action. But no more, and nothing in the 

local press.  Phone calls to the G & M and Otta-

wa led me nowhere. Such an important, news-

worthy story.  Had I dreamed it? 

 

Then, technology to the fore, revealed on the 

internet, more details, though not everything, of 

what is already an established, recognized or-

ganization with a vision of a new partnership for 

Canadians.  

 

Clearly a role for the Church. And who knows, 

least of all, me, already in action? 

 

I had been reading the new novel by our own 

Jean Baxter, WHITE ONEIDA. The young pro-

tagonist had the same idea for bringing together 

the people of his time.  It was 1785. Way to 

go.■ 
 

Bishop Ralph and a new friend, Griffin.  The  

Blessing of the Animals,  The Feast of St. Francis  

October 5, 2014. 

 

©Alexander Darling         

Return to Table of Contents 
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SUMMER OUTREACH 

 

Here’s to our volunteers! 

 

by Jenny Street 

TEAMWORK WORKS! 

Dozens of members of the Cathedral community 

pitched in this summer to reach out to the neigh-

bourhood, the city and out of town visitors 

through tours, meal tickets, Makers' Market, 

gardens, Good Food boxes and just sheer friend-

liness. 

 

Daytime tours and Art Crawl tours culminated 

in 11,300 visitors during Supercrawl.  The num-

ber of tour guides including those from other 

parishes was over 40 and almost 20 musicians 

who were invited by Michael Bloss contributed 

to our hospitality.  Team leaders Jeni and Sandy 

Darling invited other Anglican parishes to par-

ticipate and Roy Mayberry on behalf of HARRP 

arranged a display by various artists throughout 

the three days of visits 

 

On Tuesdays throughout the summer the meal 

ticket team, led by David Savage and Michael 

Fitzpatrick distributed meal tickets, refresh-

ments and friendly chat to a core group of indi-

viduals who come weekly plus a group of transi-

ent people who may come irregularly or just 

once.  There are about five people who come 

just to visit and do not collect tickets.  Most of 

the group have some refreshment and visit with 

friends in the Cathedral or in Bishopsgate.  The 

number of tickets distributed and on hand are 

carefully monitored. 

 

This seventh season of Makers' Market led by 

Mary Ann Grant and Matt Thomson continues 

to attract both vendors and visitors to the gar-

dens.  We can comfortably accommodate about 

seventeen vendors.  We have a roster of nearly a 

hundred vendors whose work has been juried 

and approved by your Market committee.  This 

year's experience of Supercrawl was highly suc-

cessful for them and we all look forward to the 

Christmas Market inside the building. 

 

Besides being the on-site contact person for 

summer tours, Alison Meredith also oversees 

the Good Food box project.  And without Lorna 

Shaw, distribution of the Good to Go food boxes 

would not be possible.  This has been a pilot 

project of the City of Hamilton and Environ-

ment Hamilton intended to provide fresh fruit 

and vegetables to individuals receiving income 

support through Ontario Works. The pilot has 

now completed and we await the decision of the 

city about its continuance. 

 

Every Friday the gardens are tended by Jeni 

Darling's team, pruned, weeded, cleared of cups 

etc. and returned to the James St. North oasis 

that is used so often by so many.  The attractive 

new fencing protects the plants and is a good 

match for the frontal fence. 

 

Early in the summer it was suggested that the 

Outreach committee and the Parish Events com-

mittee might consider amalgamating.  There was 

a significant overlap in agenda and membership.  

(Continued on page 10) 
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In the interest of using volunteer and staff time 

wisely the two groups are developing a joint 

terms of reference to help to coordinate activities 

and wise use of our popular space. 

 

These activities are powered by your donations 

to “Outreach” and your support of the Cathedral 

site.   You are encouraged also to consider join-

ing in one of these activities.  Additional volun-

teers are welcome, particularly for the meal tick-

et program and the tour guiding work. 

 

Some of us see visitors face to face and receive 

the thanks and appreciation that is due to all of 

you.  Thank you so much for your support.  

Thank you to such a committed and reliable 

group of volunteers.■ 

 

(Summer Outreach continued from page 9) 

To Bill and Jette Thomas on their  

50th Wedding Anniversary.   

©Alexander Darling         
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FIRST LIGHT 

Context matters 
 

with Bill Thomas †  

 

 

ADVENT/EPIPHANY STUDY  

First Light is a 12-session DVD and web-based 

study of the historical Jesus and the Kingdom of 

God with two of the world's leading Jesus schol-

ars (John Dominic Crossan and Marcus Borg) on 

location throughout the Galilee and Jerusalem.  
 

In a series of 12 sessions, beginning and ending 

with prayer, and running from 12:15 to 1:45 p.m. 

on Sundays (light refreshments are provided), 

Canon Thomas will introduce a video, facilitate 

discussion, and provide materials for further 

study. 
 

The themes will address the following and similar 

questions: 
 

Why did Jesus happen when he happened?  Why 

the confluence of the Baptism movement of John 

and the Kingdom movement of Jesus?  Why the 

tiny villages around the Lake?  Why the confron-

tations in Jerusalem?  Why then?  Why there?  
  
Why were the titles of Caesar Augustus — Di-

vine, Son of God, God from God, Lord, Redeem-

er, Liberator, and Savior of the World — taken 

from a Roman emperor on the Palatine hill and 

given to a Jewish peasant on the Palestine plain?  

Was it low lampoon or high treason?  Either way, 

the Romans were not laughing. 
 

What were the priorities of Jesus' proclamation of 

the Kingdom?  How was the status quo of Roman 

imperial theology subverted by this obscure Gali-

lean whose message continues to indict empire 

today? 

THEMES:  

FIRST LIGHT  Part One FIRST LIGHT  Part Two 

Nov 2 The Matrix of Jesus 

Nov 9 The Advent of the Messiah 

Nov 16 God’s Great Cleanup 

Nov 23 Collaborative Eschaton 

Nov 30 The Lake as the World  

Dec 7 Parables as Lures 

Jan 11 Jesus as Lord 

Jan 18 Substitutionary Atonement? 

Jan 25 Demonstrations in Jerusalem 

Feb 1 The Crowd & the Crucifixion 

Feb 8 Resurrection as Resistance  

Feb 15 America as the New Rome 

All sessions will be held in the Niagara Room  

Return to Table of Contents 
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Are you a server at the 

Cathedral?  Have you 

ever been a server at 

the Cathedral or in an-

other Parish?  Have you 

ever thought that serv-

ing is a duty you would 

like to take on at the 

Cathedral?  If so, then 

read on! 

 

Lori-Lyn and I are ex-

cited about working 

with servers old and 

new, to help continue and enhance this important 

role at the Cathedral.  Serving is more than carry-

ing the cross, candles, Gospel, or incense.  It is 

an essential supporting role for the Clergy and 

parishioners to enhance the liturgy and help keep 

things flowing smoothly during an entire service.  

When Servers do their job well, they allow us all 

to worship without distraction. 

 

What do Servers do?  We process carrying the 

cross, candles, Gospel and, on High Holy days, 

incense.  During the service we assist with the 

Gospel procession, receiving the gifts, assisting 

the Presider, and ringing the bells.  At the end of 

the service we lead the procession to the back of 

the nave.  Sounds like a lot of work?  Not if there 

are many hands to share in the various duties.  

When there is only one server on a Sunday, all 

jobs are handled by one person and there is an 

increased chance that errors will be made.  Some 

errors may go unnoticed by most, but other er-

rors interrupt the liturgy and cause distraction. 

 

More servers are needed.  If you are interested in 

joining our soon to be formed Servers’ Guild, 

read the Chronicle carefully for announcements 

about upcoming Servers’ meetings.  At these 

gatherings we will confirm team assignments, 

review the duties of servers and make sure every-

one knows what size of alb they should wear 

(mini-albs are a pet peeve of Bishop Ralph!). 

 

What do you think?  Give being a Server a try!  

Being up at the high altar will give you a totally 

new perspective on the liturgy!  

 

 

CCC SERVERS’ GUILD 

 

WE HAVE AN  

ALTAR GUILD 
 

Why not a Servers’ Guild 
 

by John Bradley 

Return to Table of Contents 
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by Derek Smith 
 

The Chancel lighting has been an ongoing prob-

lem at the Cathedral for a number of years. Due 

to high costs of scaffolding and the inability to 

get equipment in the building, we were having a 

very hard time finding a way to fix this annoy-

ance.  

 

In mid July the Dean asked me to investigate the 

cost of completing a light replacement for the 

Chancel and with some help from the Diocese 

and Church members, we got the ball rolling.  A 

new lift was found that would be supported by 

the floors, fit through the front doors, and reach 

the 60 feet needed to change the old fixtures.  A 

ramp was built to allow us to get the machine up 

the front steps and into the Cathedral and after 

moving furniture (AND A VERY HEAVY 

FONT!), we managed to get the lift in place to 

begin the project. 
 

 

In August, the old halogen fixtures were re-

placed with six high efficiency LED units with a 

working life of 30,000 hours and the transfor-

mation is amazing.  No longer will people at-

tending the 8:30 service have to squint to follow 

along in the bulletin, and clergy will have a 

much easier time working at the high altar. 

 

We learned a lot during this project.  Additional 

cleaning was performed and except for some 

minor damage to the Chancel steps, now re-

paired, all went according to plan. 

 

I would like to thank the Cathedral congregation 

for their financial support, cooperation and pa-

tience during this renovation and I know the 

Property Committee is very happy to see the 

priority list for repairs get smaller. 

 

Out of the darkness and into the light! 

 

LIGHTS UP! 

©Hilary Corrin  

©Hilary Corrin  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat  

12  

Holy Eucharist  

8:30  
 

Choral Eucharist 

10:30  

13  

Cathedral Place 

closed for 

Thanksgiving  

 

 

14  

Holy Eucharist 

7:30 am  

 

Meal Tickets  

9:30 -11:00  

15  

Holy Eucharist 

12:15  

 

Prayer Shawl 

Knitting 1 -3 

16  

Brass  

Monkeys 9 -11  

 

Holy Eucharist 

12:15  

17  

 

 

18  

 

19  

Holy Eucharist  

8:30  
 

Choral Eucharist 

10:30  

 

Order of Niagara  

4:00  

 

20  

Bible Study 

10:30  
 

Holy Eucharist 

12:15  

21  

Holy Eucharist 

7:30 am   
 

Meal Tickets  

9 :30 -11:00  

22  

Seniors  

Eucharist and 

Lunch  
 

Prayer Shawl 

Knitting 1 -3 

23  

Holy Eucharist 

12:15  

24  

 

25  

 

26  

Holy Eucharist  

8:30  
 

Choral Eucharist 

10:30  

 

27  

Bible Study 

10:30  
 

Holy Eucharist 

12:15  

28  

Holy Eucharist 

7:30 am  
 

Meal Tickets  

9 :30 -11:00  

29  

Holy Eucharist 

12:15  

Prayer Shawl 

Knitting 1 -3 

Parish Events 

& Outreach 

Coordinating 

Committee 5:30  

30  

Holy Eucharist 

12:15  

31  

 

November 1  

2 

Holy Eucharist  

8:30  
 

Choral Eucharist 

10:30  

 

LTQñFirst Light  

12:45 -1:45  

 

All Souls Requiem  

4:00  

3 

Bible Study 

10:30  

 

Holy Eucharist 

12:15  

 

AF&F 6:00  

 

4 

Holy Eucharist 

7:30 am  

 

Meal Tickets  

9 :30 -11:00  

5 

Holy Eucharist 

12:15  
 

Prayer Shawl 

Knitting 1 -3 

6 

Holy Eucharist 

12:15  

 

 

7 

 

8 

9 

Holy Eucharist  

8:30  

Choral Eucharist 

10:30  

Guest Preacher 

Deacon Ron  

Jenkins òChaliceó 

LTQñFirst Light  

12:45 -1:45  

10  

Holy Eucharist 

12:15  

11  

Holy Eucharist 

7:30 am & 

12:15  
 

Meal Tickets  

9 :30 -11:30  

12  

Holy Eucharist 

12:15  
 

Prayer Shawl 

Knitting 1 -3 

13  

Holy Eucharist 

12:15  

 

 

14  

James St. North 

Art Crawl 7 -11  

15  

October/November 2014 

Return to Table of Contents 



 

 

November/December 2014 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat  

16  

Holy Eucharist  

8:30  
 

Choral Eucharist 

10:30  

 

LTQñFirst Light  

12:45 -1:45  

17  

 

Bible Study 10:30  

 

Holy Eucharist 

12:15  

18  

Holy Eucharist 

7:30 am  
 

Meal Tickets  

9 :30 -11:00  

19  

Holy Eucharist 

12:15  

 

Prayer Shawl 

Knitting 1 -3 

20  

Brass  

Monkeys 9 -11  

 

Holy Eucharist 

12:15  

 

21  

 

 

22  

23  

Holy Eucharist  

8:30  

 

Choral Eucharist 

10:30  

 

LTQñFirst Light  

12:45 -1:45  

 

Order of Niagara 

4:00  

24  

Bible Study 10:30  

 

Holy Eucharist 

12:15  

25  

Holy Eucharist 

7:30 am   
 

Meal Tickets  

9 :30 -11:00  

26  

Holy Eucharist 

12:15  
 

Prayer Shawl 

Knitting 1 -3 

27  

Holy Eucharist 

12:15  

28  

 

29  

30  

Holy Eucharist  

8:30  
 

Choral Eucharist 

10:30  

 

LTQñFirst Light  

12:45 -1:45  

 

Ordination to the 

Diaconate 4 p.m.  

December 1  

Bible Study 10:30  

 

Holy Eucharist 

12:15  

 

Aids Vigil 7 p.m.  

2 

Holy Eucharist 

7:30 am   
 

Meal Tickets  

9 :30 -11:00  
 

 

3 

Holy Eucharist 

12:15  
 

Prayer Shawl 

Knitting 1 -3 

4 

Holy Eucharist 

12:15  

5 

 

6 

Makerõs Market 

Holiday Market  

10:00 -4:00  

7 

Holy Eucharist  

8:30  
 

Choral Eucharist 

10:30  

 

LTQñFirst Light  

12:45 -1:45  

8 

Bible Study 10:30  

 

Holy Eucharist 

12:15  

 

AF&F 6:00  

9 

Holy Eucharist 

7:30 am  & 

12:15  
 

Meal Tickets  

9 :30 -11:00  

10  

Holy Eucharist 

12:15  
 

Prayer Shawl 

Knitting 1 -3 

11  

Holy Eucharist 

12:15  

12  

 

13  

14  

Holy Eucharist  

8:30  
 

Choral Eucharist 

10:30  

15  

Bible Study 10:30  

 

Holy Eucharist 

12:15  

16  

Holy Eucharist 

7:30 am   
 

Meal Tickets  

9 :30 -11:00  

17  

Holy Eucharist 

12:15  
 

Prayer Shawl 

Knitting 1 -3 

18  

Holy Eucharist 

12:15  

19  

 

20  
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GEOFF READ 
 

Let’s use the front door 

3...2...1...CONTACT 

1. What is your idea of a perfect day? 

 

With age, one appreciates every day, but some 

are better than others and, for me, the best are 

having some interesting activity like diving on a 

beautiful reef.  Better yet, to share it with good 

company, first and foremost being my wife 

Charlotte, for example, enjoying some good the-

atre or a concert, or travelling somewhere new 

and interesting (e.g. see question 7). 

  

2. Why did you choose the Cathedral as your 

spiritual home? 

 

Superficial as it may be, initially it was the 

building, the liturgy and the music that attracted 

me as one who was happily raised in the high 

Anglican tradition of St. Thomas's in Toron-

to.  Since then, I've benefitted from exposure to 

a pretty liberal religious and social culture here, 

and from the examples set by so many of the 

members of the parish.      

  

3. What is the one thing that you most look for-

ward to at the Cathedral?  

 

I love to hear a good sermon that explains and 

teaches me something that I did not know about 

the church and our faith.  I am also fond of sing-

ing a favourite hymn or  - at least on high holi-

days, since I'm otherwise an habitual 8:30'er -

 the heavenly sounds of the choir. 

  

 

4. If you could change one thing at the Cathe-

dral, what would it be?  

 

It would be nice if the front door of the building 

were used as the principal point of entry and exit 

instead of using the Link and the parking 

lot.  It's a small thing, but I think it's more aes-

thetically pleasing and provides a real physical 

stimulus to getting in the right frame of mind, 

especially for a service of worship. 

  

5. Which living person do you most admire? 

 

Bill Clinton.  Clever, charismatic, articulate, hu-

mane, and a fighter.  His weaknesses only serve 

to remind us of his essential humanity.  No one 

is perfect, I think but the sum of his life has 

been to make a real improvement to the world, 

especially through his post-presidential leader-

ship of other influential persons pro bono publi-

co.  He may be long retired from government, 

but he's still the big dog in town.    

  

6. What would be your desert island pick for a 

book, a piece of music and food? 

 

So many possibilities that it seems arbitrary, but 

here's a go at it.  Civilization by the 

late Kenneth Clark, aptly described by Time 

magazine as The Gentleman Aesthete.  You can 

dip anywhere into the book and be instantly ed-

ucated and entertained.  Dvorak's 9th - The 

New World - symphony.  Really moving music 

(Continued on page 17) 
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1. What is your idea of a perfect day? 

  

Relaxing at the beach, reading in the daytime 

(after sleeping in), and playing cards in the 

evening. 

  

2. Why did you choose the Cathedral as your 

spiritual home? 
  

Frankly, the convenience of being next door!  

However, after commuting to Toronto to attend 

the Church of the Redeemer for several years, I 

found that the Cathedral offered just as much:  

good music, good preaching, modern liturgy and 

challenging adult Christian education, and posi-

tive social action and outreach to the community 

  

3. What is the one thing that you most look for-

ward to at the Cathedral?  
  

The exchange of ideas in Christian education 

programs.  

 

4. If you could change one thing at the Cathe-

dral, what would it be?  
  

I prefer less of a "concert experience" and more 

lay participation. 

  

5. Which living person do you most admire? 

  

Bert Wreford, a local artist, I had the privilege 

of sharing lodging with for several years after I 

retired, for his almost perfect combination of 

enjoying hobbies:  painting and gardening, be-

ing comfortable in his own skin with social ac-

tion – Circles of Support and Accountability, 

helping immigrants settle in Canada among oth-

ers – with a progressive political outlook and 

Christian understanding (albeit Baptist!) 

  

6. What would be your desert island pick for a 

book, a piece of music and food? 

  

A Robert Ludlum novel and/or Elaine Pagels 

and/or John Spong theologizing and a seafood 

platter with chilled white wine. 

  

7. Where would your dream vacation spot be? 

  

The Galapagos Islands, both for the climate and 

my interest in Darwin and evolution. 

3...2...1...CONTACT 

 

RON CRAWFORD 
 

Right next door 

with rich and memorable melodies that even a 

musical simpleton like me can immediately recog-

nize and remember.  Jambalaya, the greatest com-

fort food ever created, especially when it's my 

wife doing the creating!       

  

7. Where would your dream vacation spot be? 

 

 Same problem as the last question, but I'd at least 

have to include Tuscany.  History, culture, beauty 

and food.  Did I leave anything out?  Maybe no 

diving...oh well, nothing's perfect.  

(Geoff Read continued from page 16) 
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WITTON MEMORIAL 

DEDICATED BY DEAN 
 

 Beautiful Altar Rail  

Carries Symbol of  

 Profound Meaning 

FROM THE ARCHIVES 

The following is a reprint of an article which appeared in 

the Herald on May 2, 1927. 

The Very Rev. L.W.B. Broughall, M.A., D.D., 

dean of Niagara, officiated at Christ’s Church 

cathedral yesterday afternoon when the beautiful 

new altar rail, a memorial from the late Harry B. 

Witton to his wife, Agnes Malcolmson Witton, 

who was for many years a member of that 

church, was dedicated. 

The altar rail, a fine piece of craftsmanship, in-

tricately had carved from the finest oak, is the 

product of the Valley City Seating Company, 

and was designed by W. F. Witton.  Placed in a 

beautiful setting on the altar, its splendour adds 

to, and is added to, by the magnificent interior 

decorations and adornments of the cathedral. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dean Broughall spoke on the costly memorial, 

and the significance of the symbols carved 

thereon.  Taking as his text, “I Am the Bread of 

Life,” St. John, chapter 6, and “He Restoreth 

My Soul,” 23rd Psalm, Dean Broughall said in 

part, “This table is not an ornament, but a tryst-

ing place.  It calls not the few, but the many to 

the feet of Jesus, and there they will find re-

demption.  It will always stand, not as a rail to 

exclude, but as a table to invite.  It is beautifully 

carved, and the symbols in plain sight of all 

have very significant meanings.  There we see 

the grape vine, and this recalls to us the scriptur-

al quotation in which Jesus is referred to as the 

Vine, and we, he branches.   

There also is the lamb, another symbol of Jesus, 

and there we see the crown of glory, the fish, the 

symbol of the ancient belief in Jesus; the cross, 

and that of the pelican, which feeds its young in 

time of want with its own blood.  This is a very 

beautiful symbol, signifying our redemption by 

the blood of Jesus.” 

Dean Broughall then referred to the last symbol 

on the rail, an elm supporting a vine.  “This re-

fers to human friendships,” he stated, “and sig-

nifies the deep friendship, love and understand-

ing which the donor had for his wife.” 

Holy communion was then partaken of by many 

present over the new “Trysting place with the 

Lord.” ■ 

©Alexander Darling         
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MANY HANDS 

 

Welcoming visitors 

 

by Jeni & Sandy Darling 

SUPERCRAWL THANKS  

We wish to recognize and thank all those who 

helped in the tremendous effort to welcome visi-

tors during Supercrawl. 

 

Derek Smith and his staff (Dennis, Turner and 

Scott) set up, restore the place to order and may 

leave as late as midnight for work that is not 

seen by many. 

 

Alison Meredith provides a listening board, ad-

vice on potentially crazy ideas and in the end 

makes sure that printed and other materials ap-

pear when they should and where they should.  

(She also replaces hand-written signs that don’t 

pass muster, but we love her!) 

 

Venders and the coordinators of Makers’ Mar-

ket (Mary Anne Grant, Matt Thompson and Jen-

ny Street) bring more people to our doors by 

creating an ambience.  Through Makers’ Market 

we provide a chance for emerging 

“craftspeople” to take their first steps. 

 

The visiting diocesan artist, The Reverend Re-

gan O’Callaghan, who provided a slide-tape 

show on Friday evening and talked to enough 

people to fill the course he was offering. 

 

Music draws visitors in the doors, creates an at-

mosphere and encourages people to linger and 

reflect.  Michael Bloss coordinated activities 

and played the organ.  Steven Murray played, as 

he does at many art crawls purely because of his 

delight in making wonderful music on the or-

gan.  Sue Crowe-Connelly and Hamilton Sings 

provided choral music on Friday and Saturday.  

The NYC Band (Niagara Youth Conference 

Band) were delighted to be asked to play on Sat-

urday evening.   

 

Roy Mayberry and his wife, Kathy, provided a 

presence for HARRRP by coordinating an art 

display. 

 

So many people from the cathedral help in so 

many ways by greeting, chatting, encouraging 

the timid to enter the chancel or sanctuary, ex-

plaining and guiding.  All labourers in the vine-

yard received the same pay and in that spirit 

names appear in totally random order and we 

hope that we have missed nobody: Audrey 

Fleming, Brian Kreps, David and Angela Sav-

age, Fred and Sharyn Hall, Jean Rae Baxter, 

John and Ann-Louise Watts, Gwen and Andrew 

Peer, Karen Ross, Robin Lane, Judy Robertson, 

Hazel Naylor, Elaine Marshall, Ivor Jones, John 

and Janet Alldredge, Mary Anne Wylie, John 

(Continued on page 20) 
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and Lori-Lyn Bradley, Judi and Rory Jones, 

Sheryl Wickens-Perrie, Michael and Kim John-

ston, Ralph and Carol Spence. We also should 

recognize those offered, but were prevented 

from coming for various reasons.  Peter, Anne 

and Alison all came, saw, chatted and listened – 

the story of Mary and Martha tells us about the 

need both to listen and to do. 

 

One innovation this year was to provide maps of 

(Greater) Hamilton and Burlington with all 

churches marked and we invited other churches 

to provide information for distribution.  In addi-

tion, we invited volunteers to help us.  This help 

was invaluable and helps to remind us that we 

are one church.   

 

We owe special thanks, therefore, to all our vol-

unteers from: 

 

St. John’s, Ancaster 

All Saints, Hamilton 

Church of the Nativity, Hamilton 

St. Matthew-on-the-Plains, Burlington 

Church of the Ascension, Hamilton 

 

Finally, let us remind you of the parable of the 

mustard seed.  The opening of the cathedral for 

Supercrawl grew from a seed planted in the ear-

ly years and tended by Kim Johnston.■ 

(Continued from page 19) 
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It began with a conversation between Donald 

Kendrick, the organist of Christ's Church Cathe-

dral and Joe Fricker, Dean of the Cathedral. 

That led to a summer choir camp at Canterbury 

Hills and then a children’s choir meeting at the 

Cathedral on Wednesday nights beginning in the 

fall of 1975.  

 

Mr. Donald Kendrick established the Hamilton 

Children’s Choir in 1975 and served as Conduc-

tor/Artistic Director from 1975 until 1978. The 

Choir made two records and presented numer-

ous concerts and tours. Christ’s Church Cathe-

dral has been home for the Hamilton Children’s 

Choir from the start. Since its beginning 30 

years ago, the choir has seen more than 600 

children and youth participate in the choir, per-

forming and travelling around the world.  

 

John Laing served as Artistic Director from 

1978 to 1985. During this time, the choir joined 

forces with the Hamilton Philharmonic Orches-

tra and Boris Brott to put on the Opera entitled 

“The Little Sweep” by Benjamin Britten, which 

was broadcast on CHCH television. They also 

recorded a LP in Toronto with Bob Schneider. 

In 1984, John Leek was hired as accompanist 

and served for over 20 years.  

 

The choir came under the artistic direction of 

David Davis from 1985 to 2002. During this 

time, the choristers had the opportunity to sing 

with the Hamilton Philharmonic Orchestra, the 

Hamilton Philharmonic Youth Orchestra, the 

Bach Elgar Choir, the Canadian Male Orpheus 

Choir, and with Celine Dion at the 1999 Juno 

Awards. The choir appeared on national televi-

sion, produced several recordings and per-

formed at the International Choral Kathaumixuu 

in Powell River, B.C. They also travelled to 

France, New York City, Pennsylvania and to the 

East Coast several times for a total of eight out 

of province trips. They performed many newly 

commissioned choral works including “Out of 

Ashes.”  

 

In 2001, Leslie Kent, a former chorister joined 

the Hamilton Children’s Choir staff to begin a 

training choir 

for younger 

choristers, the 

first of many 

expansions for 

HCC. Leslie 

conducted this 

group until 

2009. In 2003, 

the choir ap-

pointed Zimfi-

ra Poloz as Ar-

tistic Director. 

Since 2003, 

Zimfira further 

expanded the 

program to in-

(Continued on page 22) 

 

INTERNATIONALLY 

ACCLAIMED 

It all began with a  

conversation 
 

by  Alyssa Lai  

 

 

 

HAMILTON CHILDREN’S CHOIR  
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clude three, then four, then five choirs. The lat-

est addition to the HCC family is the Lads & 

Gents choir, aimed to provide young male sing-

ers with the opportunity to explore their choral 

instrument within a safe and supportive environ-

ment surrounded by their fellow boys and men. 

 

Across Canada, throughout Europe, and even in 

China, the HCC has participated in numerous 

choral events & competitions.  

 

Recent ones include: 

 

Kaleid Choral Festival, Woodstock (2010) 

 

Festival 500, St. John’s, Newfoundland (2011) 

 

ACCC Biannual Convention, Ottawa (2012) 

 

1st Xinghai International Choir Champion-

ships, Guangzhou, China (2012): Grand 

Prize, Children’s Choir Category 

 

10th World Symposium on Choral Music, host-

ed by the International Federation for Cho-

ral Music, South Korea (August 2014) 

 
Polyfollia concert, the World Showcase and 

Marketplace for Choral Singing (October 

2014) 

 
In addition to gaining international acclaim, the 

HCC is an active part of the thriving local arts 

community. The HCC has enjoyed performing 

with the Hamilton Philharmonic Orchestra, the 

Hamilton Philharmonic Youth Orchestra, the 

Bach Elgar Choir, the Toronto Northern Lights, 

TorQ, Chorus Niagara, the High Park Choirs 

and the Canadian Male Orpheus Male Choir.  

 

In 2015, the HCC will reach another milestone; 

it is celebrating its 40th anniversary. As part of 

this celebration, the HCC is hosting a 40th Anni-

versary concert (May 30) at Hamilton Place, in 

addition to an Alumni Reunion concert (May 

29).  

 

The HCC is also recruiting new choristers – 

children and youth who have a passion for sing-

ing and a love for music.  

 

Contact 905 527 1618  

or email info@hamiltonchildrenschoir.com 

 

Other upcoming events: 

 
Polyphony ï France Farewell Concert 
October 18, 2014 

7:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. 

St Thomas the Apostle Church, 

715 Centre Road, Waterdown, ON L0R 2H0 

Buy tickets online at  

http://bit.ly/hccfrance2014  

Call 905-527-1618 or email in-

fo@hamiltonchildrenschoir.com 
 

Sing-a-thon, 
November 22, 2014 

A HCC fundraiser, offering free concerts in local 

communities in the greater Hamilton area. Various 

locations.  

 

Annual Holiday Concert 
December 6, 2014 

3 p.m. matinee, 7:30 p.m. evening concert 

Melrose United Church 

 

HCC Carol Sing-Along during Art Crawl 
December 12, 2014 

Christ’s Church Cathedral, 252 James St N 

 
Young Voices Concert 
May 2, 2015 

Christ’s Church Cathedral, 252 James St N 

 

(Continued from page 21) 
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Talento Gala Fundraising Event 
April 25, 2015 

Location TBA 

 

HCC Alumni 40th Anniversary Reunion  
May 29, 2015 

 

40th Anniversary Concert, Hamilton Place, Great 

Hall 
May 30, 2015 

For more information, visit 

www.hamiltonchildrenschoir.com 

 

Photos courtesy of the  

Hamilton Children’s Choir 

 

 

 

 

 

Maxima Tours is organizing an English Cathe-

dral tour in 2015 and invites members of the 

Cathedral to consider being a part of it. 

  

When I go to England to visit relatives and 

friends, I generally take in one or two cathedrals 

in my travels. Maxima Tours of Hamilton has 

provided us with a unique opportunity to see 

and explore no less than six cathedrals and ab-

beys, and associated sacred sites.  We can go 

into the innermost circle of Stonehenge, and as-

cend the spiral tower of Salisbury Cathedral.  As 

well as Bath Abbey where a Christian presence 

has been since the third century A.D., we can 

explore the Roman baths, and the remains of the 

temple of Minerva Sulis.  Coventry Cathedral, 

rising like a phoenix out of the ashes of W.W.II, 

is a window in time.  Westminster Abbey, in its 

majestic vastness, is the burial place of kings 

and queens.  Glastonbury Abbey and the nearby 

Glastonbury Tor provide us with the mystic ex-

perience of legend.  On the Sunday, we will ex-

perience the glorious sounds of the men’s and 

boys’ choir at evensong. 

  

This small group ex-

perience (limited to 

25 persons) can be 

accessed in two 

ways.  If you are al-

ready in England, and 

visiting “Auntie Em”, 

you can join it in 

London.  If you don’t 

have that time, you 

can join and end it in Toronto.  A group flight 

has been arranged.  Please contact Rosemary 

Barnes at the volunteer office of the cathedral or 

Maxima Tours (905-561-5444) for further infor-

mation about this unique travel experience. 

 
by Rosemary Barnes 

 

 

(Continued from page 22) 
 

ENGLISH CATHEDRALS 

Salisbury Cathedral 

 

 

It’s been some time since we launched our Cathe-

dral website www.cathedralhamilton.ca.  The 

website is a rich source of information about who 

we are and what’s going on.  Parishioners receive 

a link each week to the online version of the 

Chronicle and also to the Contact, but may not 

have taken the time to look around on the site.  

We would like to encourage you between now 

and our next issue of Contact to pay the site a visit 

and provide some feedback about what you think 

works well and what could be improved. 

 

Please send your comments to our Contact email 

address ccc.contact@gmail.com and we will enter 

your name in a draw for a very exciting prize.   

 

CATHEDRAL WEBSITE 

Return to Table of Contents 
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HARD LESSONS 
 

Not paralyzed but 

re-energized 

by Susan Johnson † 

ONE BODY IN CHRIST  

Note:  What follows is a reprint of the sermon 

given by Bishop Johnson on Sun., October 5. 

It is a delight to be here with you today, back to 

one of my spiritual homes and with my good 

friends Peter and Ralph. Bishop Michael Pryse 

asked me to bring you greetings from the East-

ern Synod. And of course I bring you greetings 

from coast to coast to coast from your sisters 

and brothers in Christ that make up the part of 

the body of Christ that I serve, the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in Canada. 

 

These are hard lessons today.  Socrates is as-

cribed with saying, "The unexamined life is not 

worth living."  The lessons this week have made 

me look carefully in the mirror, examining my 

own life and my own faith, and it has not been 

an easy process. 

 

It starts with Genesis.  The commandments are 

hard enough—not the murder part.  But not hav-

ing any other gods or making other idols and not 

coveting in our society of rampant consumerism 

and the idolizing of sport, film and music stars 

is a challenge.  But at the end of the lesson Mo-

ses says to the people "“Do not be afraid; for 

God has come only to test you and to put the 

fear of him upon you so that you do not sin."   

And the anxious, never quite trusting grace part 

of me went – see I knew it was a test!  And then 

I became anxious, because whether or not I have 

broken one of the ten commandments, I know 

that I have sinned and am in need of God’s for-

giveness and mercy. 

 

In the text from Paul’s letter to the Philippians, 

Paul begins in his usual not-so-humble way, 

which sometimes makes me feel just a little bit 

superior.  But then he hit me between the eyes 

with these words: 

 

“More than that, I regard everything as loss be-

cause of the surpassing value of knowing Christ 

Jesus my Lord.  ... I want to know Christ and the 

power of his resurrection and the sharing of his 

sufferings by becoming like him in his death, if 

somehow I may attain the resurrection from the 

dead.”  

 

“I want to know Christ and the power of his res-

urrection and the sharing of his sufferings by 

becoming like him in his death.”  Wow. Sud-

denly, I feel incredibly inferior to Paul. 

 

And finally the gospel – this extremely chal-

lenging parable where unruly tenants take over 

the landowner’s holdings, doing harm to a suc-

cession of messengers and finally killing the son 

of the landowner.  Jesus sums up this teaching 

moment by saying, “Therefore I tell you, the 

kingdom of God will be taken away from you   

and given to a people that produces the fruits of 

the kingdom.”  Again, I look in the mirror.  How 

(Continued on page 25) 
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am I doing in terms of producing the fruits of the 

kingdom?  

 

Recently, one of the over two hundred girls ab-

ducted last September in Nigeria by Boko Ha-

ram, escaped and was reunited with her family. 

She credited her Christian faith for giving her 

the courage to evade her captors.  “I'm a Chris-

tian; I'm a real Christian,” she emphasizes.  “I 

know God, and I'm following God the way I 

can.” 

 

This year dozens of Iraqi Christian families fled 

their hometown of Mosul after Islamist 

hardliners gave them a choice of converting, 

praying, or dying.  Both Christians and Yazidis 

were hunted, tortured and killed as they tried to 

escape their persecutors in Iraq.  

 

When I see the huge sufferings, and even death, 

that people have endured for the sake of their 

faith, again, I sometimes feel like I have a little 

tiny fragile faith that just doesn’t hold up. 

 

And in the midst of all my self-introspection and 

wallowing in guilt I saw Michael Thompson, 

your General Secretary, this week and he shared 

a quote with me from the book Colorless Tsuku-

ru Tazaki by Huruki Murakami.  It goes like 

this:  “And in that moment, he was finally able 

to accept it all.  In the deepest recesses of his 

soul, Tsukuru Tazaki understood.  One heart is 

not connected to another through harmony 

alone.  They are, instead, linked deeply through 

their wounds.  Pain linked to pain, fragility to 

fragility.  There is no silence without a cry of 

grief, no forgiveness without bloodshed, no ac-

ceptance without a passage through acute loss. 

That is what lies at the root of true harmony.” 

 

And that reminded me of these words from Saint 

Paul’s letter to the Corinthians:  “If one member 

suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member 

is honoured, all rejoice together with it.” 

 

And suddenly my anxiety lifted.  A grace mo-

ment.  These texts aren’t there to guilt me into 

feeling my faith somehow isn’t good enough. 

The fragility and pain and connection I feel with 

Jesus, and Paul, the Nigerian schoolgirls, and the 

Christians in Mosul are there to remind me that 

we are one body in Christ.  That it’s not about 

competing in suffering, but in being moved to 

action by the sufferings of others, knowing that 

Christ holds us all together in this one body. 

 

As Martin Luther wrote, “Lord Jesus, you are 

my righteousness, I am your sin.  You have taken 

upon yourself what is mine and given me what is 

yours.” 

 

And that does encourage me to be a martyr, not 

in the sense of dying for my faith, but in the 

sense of the Greek root, martyria, which means 

to testify or to witness.  So instead of feeling 

paralyzed by anxiety, I am re-energized to con-

tinue to live out my faith in word and deed to the 

best of my ability, working how and where I can 

to produce the fruits of the kingdom. 

 

We have a God worth suffering for and dying 

for, worth dedicating lives of service to, because 

God loves us so much.  Because God sees us as 

faithful even when we are feeling weak. God 

sees as us beautiful and beloved even when are 

filled with self-recrimination and self-doubt.  

 

I don’t know where you are in your faith jour-

ney.  I don’t know whether you are feeling 

strong or weak, doubting or steadfast, which are 

all perfectly normal places to be in the life of 

faith, but let me leave you with these words. 

 

Go forth into the world in peace; be of good 

courage; hold fast that which is good; render to 

no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; 

support the weak; help the afflicted; honour eve-

ryone; love and serve the Lord, rejoicing in the 

power of the Holy Spirit; and the blessing of 

God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit, be among you and remain with you al-

ways.  Amen.ƴ 

(Continued from page 24) 
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You have probably received your statements of 

givings to September 30 sent out last week.  

This will be the last statement prior to issuing 

tax receipts in the new year so we ask that you 

take a few minutes to do just a couple of things. 

 

First and foremost, please review your state-

ments for accuracy.  Our volunteers work hard 

to ensure a 100% accuracy rate, but they also 

rely on you to double check their work.  Should 

you spot a discrepancy, please contact the Ca-

thedral Office.   

 

Secondly, review your givings and determine 

whether you`re on track relative to your goals, 

giving some thought to what your giving level 

should be by the end of the year. 

 

Thirdly, if you`re not already on pre-authorized 

givings, consider it for next year.  It saves a lot 

of time and work, and it is a reliable way to 

give.  Please contact the Cathedral Office for 

details. 

 

The Corporation sincerely thanks you for your 

support and generosity.  

FINANCIAL UPDATE 

 

STATEMENTS 
 

Are You on Track? 
 

by Corporation 

 Sep-14 
Budget to 

Sep 2014 

Variance to 

Budget 
Sep-13 

% Variance 

over 2013 

Income      

Parishioner Givings $202,352 $216,951 -$14,599 $203,838 -0.73% 

Special Offerings $13,500 $10,500 $3,000 $5,369 151.42% 

Endowments $72,049 $72,049 $0 $18,750 284.26% 

Other $29,208 $27,549 $1,659 $18,302 59.59% 

Total Income $317,108 $327,048 -$9,940 $246,260 28.77% 

Expenses      

Salaries $199,077 $198,621 $456 $169,893 17.18% 

Property $73,799 $73,879 -$80 $71,251 3.58% 

Administration $64,273 $69,782 -$5,509 $48,336 32.97% 

Total Expense $337,148 $342,281 -$5,133 $289,480 16.47% 

Net Income -$20,040 -$15,233 -$4,807 -$43,220 -53.63% 
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Dean of Niagara and Rector of the Cathedral 

The Very Rev. Peter A. Wall 

905-527-1316 Ext. 210 

peter.wall@niagaraanglican.ca 

 
Pastoral Assistant to the Dean: The Rt. Rev. D. Ralph Spence 

905-527-1316 Ext. 250 

 
Assistant Priest:  The Rev. Canon Dr. Sharyn Hall 

905-527-1316 Ext. 250 

 
Parish Administrator: Alison Meredith 

905-527-1316 Ext. 240 

alison.meredith@niagaraanglican.ca 

 
Director of Music Ministries: Michael Bloss 

905-527-1316 Ext. 220 

michael.bloss@niagaraanglican.ca 

 
Sunday School Coordinators 

Ian & Olivia Brown 

 
Envelope Secretary 

Janet Stirling 905-527-1316 

 
Contact Editors 

Anne Harvey & Paula Esteves 

ccc.contact@gmail.com 

 

CONTACTS 

Who’s who and how to contact them 

 


